Alice Devane Jones Roberson
December 23, 1930 - May 16, 2013

Brighton: May 16, 2013 Mrs. Alice DeVane Jones Roberson, the wife of the late Dr. James
O. Roberson, passed late Thursday after a brief illness. She was well known in the
community as an educator, philanthropist and regal spirit. Mrs. Roberson, Alice as she
was known to many in the community, received her bachelor’s degree from Morgan State
University and went on to complete her master’s degree in the earth sciences at the
University of Rochester. She spent many years teaching in the Rochester Public School
system, and was the founder of the Jefferson Avenue Childhood Development Center.
Alice spent countless hours working with the the Friend’s of Frederick Douglass, Inc. and
continued the Roberson Family Scholarship with the Rochester Urban League. Mrs.
Roberson and her family established the Highland Hospital James O. Roberson, M.D.
Family Waiting Room in honor of her late husband, James, a former
obstetrician/gynecologist at Highland Hospital. She was an active member of the Twelve
Corners Presbyterian Church and Delta Sigma Theta sorority. She enjoyed traveling, the
theater and spending time with friends and family.
She is survived by her three children, James O. Roberson, Jr., Esq. of Silver Spring,
Maryland; Dr. Nancy Roberson Jasper of New Rochelle, NY and David B. Roberson of
Venice, CA. She is also survived by five grandchildren, Muhammad, Rashid and Aliyyah
Roberson; Sydney and Victoria Jasper. A memorial service will be held, Saturday, June
22, 3 PM at Twelve Corners Presbyterian Church, 1200 S. Winton Rd.
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Twelve Corners Presbyterian Church
1200 Winton Road South, Rochester, NY, US, 14618

Comments

“

THE FRIENDS OF FREDERICK DOUGLASS,INC.
PROCLAMATION
Whereas: Mrs. Alice D. Roberson so graciously and generously gifted the
Friends Of Frederick Douglass, Inc. with outstanding long term support
throughout Rochester,New York, both personally and with her loving
husband, Dr. James O. Roberson during his lifetime,
Whereas: Already recognized as an excellent educator, she rose in responsibility
from
an active member to faithful officer to ultimately assume the mantle of President,
of the Friends of Frederick Douglass,Inc.,
Whereas: She worked tirelessly in this role to provide opportunities for advancement
to the children of Rochester and the surrounding area not least of all through the
development of their oratorical, artistic and academic skills,
Whereas: She modeled excellence on every project she worked often captivating
crowds with her lovely, soft but clear southern tones,
Whereas: She successfully advanced the mission and extended the reach of Friends
of Frederick Douglass,Inc. through her national connections, considerable
metropolitan influence and knowledge of the intimate workings of the community,
It is a great privilege to add our own to the stream of tributes to this great lady.
Now, Therefore: The Friends of Frederick Douglass, Inc. hereby proclaim that the
outstanding, good hearted and vital works performed by Mrs. Roberson throughout
her Rochester career, insure a grand place in the history of Rochester as a superb
role model and Community Leader.
IN OFFICIAL RECOGNITION WHEREOF, I
hereunto affix my signature this twenty second day of
June, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen.
Dr. Juanita Pitts
G. Juanita Pitts, MD, Founder
The Friends of Frederick Douglass, Inc.
Of Rochester, New York

Dr. G. Juanita Pitts - June 22, 2013 at 02:49 PM

“

My deep sympathy to Alice's children, Jim, Nancy and David. I remember her best as
being pool side at the Brighton swim program summers - always with a smile on her
face encouraging you all to do your best. A devoted and gentle mother.
My sincere condolences to each of you and your children.
Nanette Beattie

Nanette Bracken - May 24, 2013 at 05:43 AM

“

I had the pleasure of knowing Alice at Twelve Corners Church. She was a lovely
woman, generous with her time and talents, and a joy to talk with. I will miss seeing
her at church services and events.
Jane Capellupo

Jane Capellupo - May 20, 2013 at 06:38 PM

“

James Jr, Nancy and David,
Just heard about Alice and I am so upset with myself because I didn't keep closer
contact over the years. Lou was just asking about whether I had talked to Alice lately.
It seems we get into our own rut and do not branch out of that rut very often. Our
families have history that goes all the way back to 1965. Included was years of
working togeher in several schools. We shared many hours of conversations about
school, teaching, students, problems, how to correct problems, community, etc. Even
though we haven't been in touch since the book signing we still feel a closeness to all
of you. We will keep your family in our prayers and miss your Mom tremendously.
Lou and Cecille Shorter

Lou and Cecille Shorter - May 19, 2013 at 04:19 PM

“

We are saddened to hear that Alice has passed away. We had the pleasure of sharing
some memorable times with her, her late husband Jim and the family in Rochester NY.They
were the most pleasant and gracious people. We send our condolences to the entire family.
John and Jackie Ejaife-Rochester NY
John and Jackie Ejaife - May 23, 2013 at 08:56 PM

