Anne Welter Vilas
January 1, 1937 - September 30, 2017

Anne was born in Evanston, IL on January 1, 1937 and died peacefully on September 30,
2017, following a valiant fight with cancer.
Anne grew up in Evanston IL, and she married her college sweetheart, David. They lived
briefly in Upper Montclair, NJ before settling in Rochester, NY. Her education began at
Ripon College, and she graduated from Northwestern University with a degree in Art
History and a minor in Spanish. After raising her daughters, Anne returned to school and
received her Masters of Education from Nazareth College.
Anne was a devoted volunteer; she was a docent for the Memorial Art Gallery of
Rochester, the recording secretary to the Chatterbox Club as well as Hillside Children's
Center, and she was a member of the Garden Club of Rochester. She volunteered for
School 9, Hillside, and the Junior League. Anne was also a member of St. Paul's
Episcopal Church in Rochester for over 50 years. She served on the vestry, altar guild,
welcoming committee, was a Lay Eucharistic Minister, and enjoyed many years of
teaching in the Sunday school.
Anne was an artist and art lover, a tennis enthusiast, an avid gardener, an Anglophile and
a passionate educator. She loved the beaches of Cape Cod Bay and adored her Westie
dogs, especially her dog, Maggie.
She was a big sister to her three siblings and adored her time with them. Most of all, she
loved spending time with her four grandchildren.
Anne was known for her kindness and generosity and will be deeply missed by her family
and friends.
Anne is predeceased by her parents, Roy M. and Frances D. Welter. She is survived by
her husband of 59 years, David; her daughters, Elizabeth (Alex) Wert, and Meg (Mark)
Walters and her grandchildren, Charlotte, Andrew, Eliza and James. She is survived by

her three siblings, Betsy Wilson (James), Bill Welter (Pam), Martha Tennett; many nieces,
nephews and wonderful friends.
There will be a celebration of Anne's life in June 2018 at St. Paul's Episcopal Church. In
lieu of flowers, the family asks that friends consider a donation to a fund that has been
established with St. Paul's Episcopal Church (http://stpaulsec.org/stewardship), to the
Memorial Art Gallery (https://mag.rochester.edu/join/giving/), or to Lollypop Farm
(https://www.lollypop.org/get-involved/give-today/).

Comments

“

Dave and family - Anne's passing after her long illness brings back the happy days
Sally and I had as your back fence neighbors in early times when both our spouses
were alive and well and our kids were growing up. Alas, the inexorable march of time
has now taken both our wives by cancer, first Sally in 1996, now Anne. I hope you
hold on to the good memories. My sympathy goes to you and your daughters. Steve
Waite

Steve Waite - October 13, 2017 at 12:26 PM

