Clayton E. Hunt, Jr.
July 8, 1914 - May 1, 2010

Hunt, Clayton E., Jr. Rochester: Passed away at Highland Hospital on Saturday, May 1.
He was predeceased in January of this year by his wife of 72 years, Flora (Wheeler) Hunt.
He leaves two devoted daughters, Lucinda Hunt-Stowell of Southbury, CT, and Gail Hunt
Reeke of New York City, two loving sons-in-law, Daniel M. Stowell and George N. Reeke
Jr., and many relatives and friends. Clayton Hunt was born on July 8, 1914, and raised in
Columbia, CT, on the family compound where his father and grandfather were also raised.
He finished high school at the age of 15, in the middle of the Depression, and received a
full scholarship to Worcester Polytechnic Institute (now WPI). He graduated from WPI in
1934 with high honors in Mechanical and Aeronautical Engineering and was elected to the
honor society Sigma Xi. Mr. Hunt’s first job as a young engineer was designing typewriters
for Underwood/Remington Rand. In 1937 he married Flora Hazel Wheeler. Over the next
few years Mr. Hunt moved from up from the position of Junior Design Engineer to Chief
Engineer, Typewriter Design, and from Middletown, CT, to Elmira, NY. In 1944 he was
recruited to join Eastman Kodak as a Design Engineer, for which the family relocated to
Rochester. During his 33 years at Kodak, Mr. Hunt was involved in a variety of projects,
including the development of the proximity fuse, which was critical to the Allied effort in
World War II. He held over 20 patents, including several involving Kodak copiers. An avid
photographer, Mr. Hunt developed and printed photographs in both B/W and color in the
years before digital processing. His series of annual family Christmas cards, designed
jointly with his calligrapher wife, lasted for 66 years. After retirement, Mr. Hunt became a
faithful member of the Kiwanis Club of Brighton, where he held the offices of President
and Secretary. He was also active in Toastmasters, earning local and regional awards for
public speaking. Although quiet by nature, Mr. Hunt had an endless supply of jokes and
amusing anecdotes that he was always able to dispense at just the right moment. He was
an active member of Asbury First United Methodist Church for 65 years, serving the
church in many capacities. A memorial service will be held on Monday, May 10, at 2 p.m.
at Asbury First, 1050 East Avenue, Rochester, NY. A funeral service and interment is
scheduled for May 26 in Columbia, CT. In lieu of flowers, donations in Mr. Hunt's memory
may be made to the NY District Kiwanis Foundation Fund (84 Madison Ave., Island Park,
NY 11558), the Clayton E., Jr. and Flora Wheeler Hunt Endowed Scholarship Fund at WPI

(100 Institute Rd., Worcester, MA 01609). or the Asbury First Memorial Fund.

