Frances Clarke Rae
October 29, 1929 - April 21, 2018

Pittsford: Passed away April 21 , 2018. Fran was born Oct 29, 1929 in Los Angeles,
California. She is predeceased by husband, John H. Rae, Jr.; father and stepmother,
Judge Thurmond Clarke and Athalie Irvine Clarke; son-in-law, Robert van der Stricht. She
is survived by her daughters and sons-in-law, Susan van der Stricht, Robin (Dogs)
Vavrina, Sara (Ed) Beale, Kate (Clay) Phillips; grandchildren, John van der Stricht, Kendra
(Jason) Waite, Chris (Nikki) Vavrina, Josh (Kate) Beale, Dan (Samantha) Beale, Dylan
and Morgan Phillips, great-grandchildren, Ellie, Pierson, Jack and Raegan; sister, Joan
Irvine Smith; brother and sister-in-law, Bob and Janet Rae; several nieces and nephews.
Fran attended school in California and Bennett Junior College in Millbrook, New York. She
was a member of the Chatterbox Club. Fran was a loving wife to John for 63 years and a
devoted mother, grandmother and great-grandmother. She loved to play any game
especially bridge, tennis and golf. Fran was an avid reader, loved to exercise and
worshipped the sun, often combining them at Canandaigua lake. She was a social
butterfly and connected people everywhere she went.
The family wishes to thank all of the wonderful aides and doctors who have spent many
hours with Fran making her life comfortable, meaningful and fun. You all know who you
are and we could not have gotten through this without your help.
A Memorial service will be held Saturday, April 28, 11 AM at Christ Episcopal Church, 36
S. Main St., Pittsford. In lieu of flowers, please direct contributions in memory of Fran to
the Nature Conversancy CWNY, 274 N. Goodman St., Ste. B261, Rochester 14607 or to
any charity of your choice.
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Christ Episcopal Church of Pittsford
36 S. Main St., Pittsford, NY, US, 14534

Comments

“

It was great to be next door neighbors at the lake for almost three decades! I
remember fondly some of the BBQs on the patio, street picnics and the early days of
windsurfing on Canandaigua. Our condolences from the entire Sherwood family.
Scott Sherwood

Scott Sherwood - April 28, 2018 at 06:45 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Frances Clarke Rae.

April 27, 2018 at 11:13 AM

“

Sue, our sincere condolences to you and the family. We have some very fond church
memories of working with Fran on the House Committee, Movie Night with her
Chicken Tetrazzini and the auction associated with with the Golf Tournament. She
never gave up with trying to have us join the Bridge Group. As a friend she was a
warm and fun lady!

Robert & Howard Green - April 25, 2018 at 10:19 AM

“

My prayers go out to you all, especially my classmate ror 6 years, Robin. It was nice
the last year or so to see Fran in the hall outside her and Mom's apartments. She
always seemed cheerful, in spite of the attacks on her body. Be blessed

Larry Lunt - April 25, 2018 at 08:58 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with all of you during this difficult time. I have such fond
memories of your mom over the years of Pickwick Drive! I'm sorry I won't be able to
help Celebrate Fran's life with you Saturday but please know I will be keeping all of
you in my thoughts and prayers
Susan Mayne O'Keefe

Susan Mayne O'Keefe - April 24, 2018 at 07:45 PM

“

It always felt great to be around Fran; she was warm and interested in one and all.
She added a happy verve and self-deprecating humor to art classes. How lucky I
was to know her. Sharon Dwyer Buzard

Sharon Dwyer Buzard - April 24, 2018 at 09:54 AM

“

We are very sorry to hear of Fran's death and want to extend our sympathy to all of
the Rae family. Fran was a wonderful lady! We have many good memories of
growing up with all of you (next door) on Pickwick Drive and John's later work with
our company. God bless Fran and God bless you during this difficult time. Our
thoughts and prayers are with you.
Mary Lewis Consler

Mary Lewis Consler - April 24, 2018 at 09:25 AM

