Franklin D. Saeva
November 28, 1938 - April 3, 2014

Webster: Devoted husband, loving father and grandfather passed away peacefully on
April 3, 2014, at the age of 75. He was the son of the late John P. and Jean R. (Giuffre)
Saeva. He is survived by his loving wife of 50 years, Irene M. Saeva (Masters); daughters,
Sandra and son-in-law David Markussen; Maureen and son-in-law Michael Weiss and
grandchildren, Jeremiah and Audrey; Rebecca and son-in-law Anthony Barone and
grandchildren, Benjamin and Allison. Predeceased also by a brother Frank who died as an
infant. Also surviving are siblings; brother, Dennis R. Saeva and wife Pat; and sister,
Sheila Manzella and her husband Robert.
He graduated from No. 11 Grammar School and East High School in Rochester, Bucknell
University, (B. S. in Chemistry), and The University of Buffalo (Ph. D. in Organic
Chemistry). He then spent a postdoctoral year at Princeton University before accepting a
Chemistry research position with the Xerox Corporation. After eleven years with Xerox he
joined the Research Laboratories of the Eastman Kodak Company from which he retired
at the end of 2003. He was also an adjunct faculty member at the University of Rochester
where he taught Advanced Organic Chemistry in the evening school for six years.
Frank was extremely proud of his daughters and grandchildren as well as his contributions
to the scientific literature and to Kodak. He thanks his scientific colleagues as well as his
golf and tennis friends for helping him keep intellectually and physically healthy. His love
for the pursuit of scientific understanding was only surpassed by his love for his wife,
daughters and their families. His basic life philosophy was simply to always try his best
and be kind to others.
Special recognitions go to in-laws; Angeline Mastromatteo, Nicholas Masters and Anthony
Masters for always helping in time of need.
A Memorial Service will be held Tuesday, 11: 30 AM at St. Paul’s Roman Catholic Church,
783 Hard Road, Webster, NY 14580. In lieu of flowers, Frank would appreciate donations
to St. Paul’s Roman Catholic Church or to the American Cancer Society at (800) 227-2345

or visit cancer.org.
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783 Hard Road, Webster, NY, US, 14580

Comments

“

My name is Bob Kern & I am the court captain for Frank's Thursday morning tennis
play. Frank was the last of the original members of this group & it was a priviledge for
me to have known him & to have played with him. He was a fierce competitor &
always gave his best. For me, he was inspirational.
Two things about Frank that were uniquely him stand out in my mind. For his warmup prior to going on the court at Midtown AC, he would shoot baskets on the
basketball court there. A most unusual, but highly effective, warm-up routine for
tennis. The second thing was always wanting the same ball if he was serving & had
just won the point. For him, it worked!
I will truly miss Frank & remember him with great appreciation.
My condolences to his family & all others who were close to him.
Sincerely,
Bob Kern

Bob Kern - April 08, 2014 at 07:58 AM

“

When I think of my uncle Frank, I always think of the ping-pong matches that he
played with my father. The games were quite the spectacle and all of the cousins
would sit down during the holidays on the "bleachers," otherwise known as the
basement steps and watch the ball fly back and forth as they both darted on either
side to meet it with their paddles. They both showed great sportsmanship to each
other and were zippy enough to draw the crowd of children to witness it all. There
were smiles all around for the excitement of the games not to mention laughter after
the surprising maneuvers.
They seemed to have a lot in common, my father and my uncle Frank. Both gentle
souls, soft-spoken and although they are both intelligent, they still seem to listen
more than they speak and show their true character through their acts more often
than through words. Both of them also raised a family in a household where they
were out-numbered by women, which I have no doubt is a challenge even if there is
a pet on your side, now and then.Yet it is clear family is a priority as they were
always drawn together and spending time with family.I'm sure all of the next
generation received the message through these gatherings that family is really
important. Although neither of these men show big public displays of affection, their
warmth and kindness is always apparent. I always kept this image of my uncle Frank
carrying Becky when she was asleep as a young child. She was tiny but old enough
to have sprouted long legs and she was draped across him as he carried her in her
jello-like unconscious state. I think it stuck in my mind all these years because it
made me realize how gentle he really was.
He also had a warm laugh that would catch you by surprise when he let it escape

from his light spirit. When I was thinking of him the other day, I actually heard his
laughter in my mind and it made me smile to think of the unexpected levity that would
just surface and give a little extra sparkle to his eyes when it did.
I will miss his peaceful presence and his warm soul. I send love to his daughters and
my aunt Irene, who I am sure already feel a great void in his absence.
amy rae - April 08, 2014 at 01:56 AM

“

Becky, Mrs. Saeva, Sandy, Maureen and Families,
I have been so heartbroken these past few weeks knowing what you all were going
through. I have such fond memories of Mr. Saeva. He always had such a kind, quiet,
gentle way about him. Whether it was shooting baskets with us or chauffeuring a car
full of teenage girls to school for months upon months. It won't be the same driving
by the house and not seeing him out grilling or doing yard work. I will miss his sweet
smile and simple wave he always gave as I passed by. He will be deeply missed by
so many of us.
Barbara (Latunik) Esders

Barbara Esders - April 07, 2014 at 08:59 PM

“

I was deeply saddened to hear of Frank's passing. I had known him for many years,
beginning with his stay at Xerox , later at Kodak, and lastly during his visits with Irene
to Tucson. If fact, my last memory is of a merry get-together , along with Samir Farid
and his wife, at a Mexican restaurant in Tucson.
During my consulting visits, I always enjoyed discussing scientific problems with him.
His work was rigorous, interesting, and always presented beautifully. We share joint
authorship on at least one paper.
Frank and Irene were always hospitable to me during my consulting visits. I recall his
trying to teach me the Italian game of bocce on his front lawn. Later, when the press
of consulting waned, he took me to the second-hand bookstores I like to frequent.
Frank was a gift to us and will be sorely missed. My heart goes out to Irene and his
family during this difficult time.
Henry K. Hall, Jr.
Emeritus Professor of Polymer Chemistry
Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry
the University of Arizona
Tucson, AZ, 8572520-621-6325

Henry K. Hall, Jr. - April 07, 2014 at 06:57 PM

“

As a fellow Kodak photochemist, I first met Frank shortly after he arrived at the
Research Labs from Xerox. We became friends through our mutual scientific
interests and outlook. Whether preparing a manuscript for publication or solving a
messy practical problem, Frank always took a rigorous, uncompromisingly honest,
and ultimately successful approach. His integrity was unquestionable and he served
as a wonderful role model. While at work he lived and breathed chemistry. Just this
January, at a regular monthly lunch where a group of us has met for a decade, he
described to me some of the finer points of singlet oxygen chemistry! But in our more
personal discussions, it was clear that his family was the most important aspect of
his life, his pride and joy. His friends will miss him badly, but I know that his family
misses him even more. May they take some solace in knowing that Frank was highly
respected and admired by his colleagues for who he was, his achievements and his
character.
Tom Penner (KRL, retired)

Tom Penner - April 07, 2014 at 04:24 PM

“

Irene,
Cyndi and I send our sincere condolences to you and your family at this time of great
trial. Know that our thoughts and prayers are with you. What a great picture of Frank!
It captures his person to perfection. He was a true friend and I look forward to playing
golf and talking chemistry with him again on the other side.
Godspeed,
Jim Fleming

Jim Fleming - April 07, 2014 at 01:42 PM

“

My heartfelt sympathy to you Irene, Sandy, Maureen and Becky. Can it possibly be
30 plus years since we all met as Becky and Erika were in Kindergarten?! We have
many wonderful memories of those years. So fortunate that we ran into each other
last year at the grandchildren's soccer game and I was able to visit with you and
Frank. How precious our lives are. I lifted your family up for strength and comfort
yesterday at church and will continue to pray for all of you thru this difficult time. With
Love, Dagmar

Dagmar Doland - April 07, 2014 at 08:47 AM

“

Frank and I shared an office at Xerox for many years, 9, I think, and I learned a lot
from him. He was a careful scientist and a thoughtful human being. In our relative
youth then (early 70s) I learned that he was an unyielding but a skilled and very fair
competitor; I learned this playing basketball with and against Frank in the evening
games down in Perinton. I remember golf and the Friday lunches at the Chinese
restaurant as well. Frank and Irene and my late wife Beth and I had a wonderful time
together at a liquid crystal conference in Stockholm, Sweden in 1974.
It turned out that we were linked scientifically before we ever actually met. When I
was postdoc'ing with Eliel at Notre Dame, I was studying the effects of chiral
solvation; I sent samples to Mislow's lab at Princeton and as we discovered years
later Frank was the one who carried out the CD spectroscopy on them.
I cherish the many good times, both professional and social, we had together.
My condolences to Irene and the children. No words can salve the pain you feel at
this time, but know that others are grieving with you in this time of sadness. The
picture you chose is perfect; in it I clearly see the wise friend I knew and respected.
Harry Gibson

Harry W. Gibson - April 06, 2014 at 06:44 PM

“

My sincerest condolences to the Saeva Family. I had the pleasure of playing golf a
number of times with Frank in our Tuesday group. He was a true gentleman and will
be missed.
Roger Oelheim
Penfield

Roger Oelheim - April 06, 2014 at 05:34 PM

“

Dear Irene. Janet and I wish to extend our deepest sympathies for the loss of such a gentle
and affable human been. Carlos
Carlos A. Jimenez Rueda M.D - April 07, 2014 at 08:02 PM

“

Dear Irene & Family,
Philip and I were sad to read in Sunday's newspaper of Franks passing. We send to
you all our deepest sympathy.
Sincerely,
Philip & Vera Sudore
Class of 1957 & 1958
East High School

Phil&VeraSudore - April 06, 2014 at 04:46 PM

“

I am saddened beyond words at the passing of Frank. He and I worked together for
many years at Kodak Research Labs. When I arrived there back in the '80s as a
freshly minted PhD and very apprehensive about the new surroundings, Frank
welcomed me like a long lost cousin. I soon met many other scientists there who, like
Frank, had recently moved over to Kodak from Xerox, including Dave Williams, Rich
Turner, Wolfgang Gunther, Joe Revelli, John Pochan, and Jim O'Reilly, among
others. Frank kidded me, "Yep, everybody here is from there."
On several occasions, Frank and Ned Ponticello dragged me (as a fellow paisano)
along to their special lunch place, Rocky's. Frank and Ned ate tripe; I couldn't even
look at it.
Frank and I spent countless hours in his office discussing the fine points of physical
organic chemistry. I learned a tremendous amount from Frank and consider him one
of my professional mentors. He was a font of chemical knowledge. I had e-mailed a
few months ago him with a question about one of his journal articles from years back,
and, characteristically, Frank wrote back with the answer within less than an hour.
Back around 2000, while Frank was recuperating from major surgery, Hank Hall (of
the University of Arizona) and I visited him at home, and had lunch with him and
Irene. Of course, he was not watching daytime TV. Instead, we found him sitting on
the couch surrounded by stacks of "Journal of the American Chemical Society."
Frank was a wonderful friend and colleague, and I will miss him terribly. My thoughts
are with his family and friends during this time of grief. Frank was one of the great
gentleman-scientists, the like of which will not be seen again.
Dr. Douglas Robello (Doug)
Webster, NY

Douglas Robello - April 06, 2014 at 04:35 PM

“

I worked for a number of years in a lab next to Frank's at the Kodak Research Labs
(5th fl., B-82C) - and we were also, at one time, in the same Laboratory (Don Field's
organic synthesis lab). He was a true scholar and gentleman and universally liked
and respected by all who knew him. We shared many good discussions together about chemistry and life in general (and, of course, tennis) - and we both retired from
Kodak ca. the same time.
I last saw Frank at the KRL 100 year celebration in Bldg. 83 last year and we shared
some old memories. He will be greatly missed by me and his many friends at Kodak.
Henry Gysling

Henry Gysling - April 06, 2014 at 04:31 PM

“

Our most sincerest condolences to the Saeva family. I met Franklin a long time ago
through my father, Vincenzo Saieva, and Mr. Angelo Abbate of Webster, and Joe
Saeva of East Rochester, all also deceased. He reminded me very much of my own
Father. My family ( wife Jamie, son Vincent and daughter Cristina and my mother
Gina) send you our thoughts and prayers and mourn your loss. May God keep
Franklin in his eternal Glory.
Joseph Saieva, 37 Vince Dr., 14606

Joseph Saieva - April 06, 2014 at 09:18 AM

“

Just seeing his picture makes me smile. Mr. Saeva was always such a kind and
calming presence in my childhood as I spent countless hours at the Saeva
household growing up. My thoughts and prayers have been with you during this
difficult month and will continue to be. I know he will be missed dearly by you all. -Jen
Lewis White

Jen White - April 05, 2014 at 08:30 AM

