Frederick Harrington Becker
January 5, 1922 - February 5, 2000

Frederick Harrington Becker was born in Rochester on January 5, 1922. He attended
West High School where he was city champion on the swimming team in the breaststoke.
His studies at the University of Michigan were interrupted by World War II. He earned the
rank of First Lieutenant in the Army Signal Corps serving in Italy, Sicily and France. In
France, he met and married Kathaleen Mooney, his wife of 55 years. After the war, he
continued his studies at the University of Michigan. He was part of a team that studied
German U-2 missiles that were captured during the war. They were assembled at the
University of Michigan then transferred to White Sands, N.M. where their object was to
collect upper air atmospheric samples, which were parachuted back to White Sands then
on to the University of Michigan. The entire project was a forerunner to today’s missiles. In
the early 1950’s, he returned to Rochester and joined his father at Becker’s Furniture,
which has operated for 53 years on Buffalo Road in Gates. He continued his interest in
electronics as a ham radio operator, which he began at the age of 12 starting with Morse
code and moving up to mobile radios. Finally to digital transmissions via satellite, where in
recent years he maintained vital contacts with friends on sailing ships around the globe. In
the 1950’s his license was K2CE1 and became W2GV when he earned his extra class
license. He was a man of many interests. Following World War II; he took up SCUBA
diving and underwater photography. In the early days of SCUBA diving he had to build his
own underwater housing for this camera. His diving adventures look him and his wife to
the Caribbean, Isle of Capri, Mexico, the Mediterranean, Canada, Florida Keys and the
Great Lakes. All of which led to their owning a home at Treasure Cay on the island of
Abaco, the Bahamas for twenty years, where Fred enjoyed SCUBA diving and boating.
Children and friends spent a great deal of time there too. In later life he learned to fly
airplanes and received his private license at age 65. He also worked extensively with
computers, especially in relation to his radio hobby. He became a gentleman farmer
growing fruits and vegetables. He also enjoyed his favorite Sicilian donkey at his
Windsong Farm in Pittsford and found time to occasionally show his pony, Star, at the
Walnut Hill Carriage Show. He was a past member of Locust Hill Country Club and
Canandaigua Yacht Club. Fred is survived by his beloved wife of 55 years, Kay, his son,
Rick of Henrietta, his son, Greg, of Tucson, Arizona and his daughter Victoria of Mendon.

He is also survived by two step-grandchildren, and many nieces and nepews. His final few
days were spent in peace at Benincasa Hospice in Mendon. He was 78, and will be
greatly missed by his family, many friends,and business associates.

