George Brunner
August 20, 1947 - August 29, 2017

Brighton: August 29, 2017 at age 70 after a long illness. Predeceased by his parents,
George V. and Mary Brunner; sister, Katherine Kelley; and his daughter, Karin (Kari)
Brunner. Survived by his wife, Sharon; daughter, Lily; nieces and nephews; and cousins.
George was born and raised in Emporium, PA, attended St. Bonaventure University, and
lived in Rochester for 48 years, working in the pharmaceutical industry.
He had many interests, including music, having played the French horn and guitar and he
sang in the Barber Shop Chorus of the Genesee. George also enjoyed sports and played
golf on the St. Bonaventure team and was a member of the Genesee Valley Golf Club. He
loved tennis and skiing, and met his wife, Sharon, on the tennis court. He had a positive
outlook on life, exemplified by his quirky sense of humor and pun-a-thon parties enjoyed
by friends. His daughters were the most special to him and were the focus of his attention.
George was active and on the board of CURE Childhood Cancer Association and was
instrumental in starting a Families with Children from China group in Rochester. He was a
man for all seasons, committed vegetarian, and will be missed by many.
A Memorial Service will be held Saturday, September 23, 11 AM at Unity Church, 55
Prince St., Rochester 14607. Donations in his honor may be made to Golisano Children's
Hospital, Office of Advancement, 300 E. River Rd., Box 278996, Rochester 14627,
Houghton College, Office of Advancement, One Willard Ave., Box 128, Houghton, NY
14744 or Unity Church.

Events
SEP
23

Memorial Service

11:00AM

Unity Church
55 Prince Street, Rochester, NY, US, 14607

Comments

“

From the days at St. Bonaventure to living in George's home on Beverly Street I had
the pleasure of knowing one of the kindest, caring and most sincere persons I have
ever known. You knew what you were getting from George and where you stood with
him but his kindness is what was his most outstanding trait.
My condolences to you Sharon, and to Lily.
Jack Murphy SBU '69

Jack Murphy - September 22, 2017 at 07:56 PM

“

Days of Sunshine Bouquet was purchased for the family of George Brunner.

September 21, 2017 at 05:12 PM

“

John and I enjoyed having George as a neighbor when he, Sharon and Kari lived in
the
Browncroft neighborhood in the city. When our daughter was ill with cancer George
never gave up researching for treatments. HIs support and optimism were so
appreciated.
We can all learn from his love of life.
We send our sympathy to Sharon and Lily.
Kathy and John McQueen

Kathleen McQueen - September 21, 2017 at 11:30 AM

“

I grew up in Emporium and knew George and his family ...such nice, nice people. I
worked at the soda fountain at Ogden's drugstore and remember George from there
...and the band ..and Kathryn was a year behind me in school ..and was in my sister
Linda's wedding.
My sympathy to all of you .....George was a great guy from a small town who did well
and will be missed.

Sincerely, Carole Kornish O'Malley
Carole O'Malley - September 20, 2017 at 04:26 PM

“

Best musical dance partner ever during high school. George and I used to take
frozen dill pickles (known as "chilly dillies") to the local movie theater, and he was
always so much fun and a wonderful class president. He will be missed.
Carol Rolf

Carol Rolf - September 20, 2017 at 02:53 AM

“

George will always hold a very special place in my heart. He was my first "boyfriend"
at the age of ten. We would walk home from 5th grade holding hands always singing.
What a beautiful tenor voice he had. How could I ever forget the 11 year old George
lacing up my ice skates- such a gentleman at such an early age. He remained a
gentle man throughout his life always there for a friend in need. I will miss him
terribly. My Love and prayers go out to his family.
Susan Impress Mianulli

Susan Mianulli - September 19, 2017 at 06:03 PM

“

George Brunner was one of my dearest friends who unfortunately had to fight many
battles in life starting with cancer at a very young age. He met every battle head on
and always kept smiling. He has been a great inspiration to all whom have come in
contact with him throughout his life hear with us, He was always dedicated to family
which he held very close to his heart. Personally, I will miss him deeply and I am a
better person due to being his life-long friend. I loved him as a brother. Jim-Thomas.

Jim Thomas - September 19, 2017 at 09:32 AM

“

I lived down the street from George when we were kids in Emporium. He gave me
his old bicycle, my first, when he got a new one. I'm glad to hear he lived a full, rich
life and regret his passing.
Jim MacCallum Jr.

Jim MacCallum - September 18, 2017 at 02:04 PM

“

Sharon and Lily, George and I go back almost 50 yrs. He was a unique individual and
you captured him well in the obituary. I have a commitment to my daughter on that
weekend out of state so I will not be there on the 23th. I will always remember
George's courage in facing many challenges. My sincere sympathies.

Frank Mosey - September 17, 2017 at 01:54 PM

“

Dear Sharon, Lily and family, I remember George well from Unity. He was always
friendly and smiling as I remember him, and often making jokes. I offer my sincere
condolences to you on his passing. Divine Love enfolds him as his makes his
adjustment to the spirit side of Life. I pray that your spiritual faith will comfort you and
strengthen you as well in the days ahead. The Divine Presence watches over you.
With love, Rev. Eleanor Celentani

Rev. Eleanor Celentani - September 17, 2017 at 04:50 AM

