Harriett "Hoopee" Neville
April 19, 1943 - August 23, 2019

Victor: Hoopee's passing was sudden and unexpected on August 23. She left behind her
husband, David Mitchell; sisters, Jeane C. Neville and Mary Gavin Neville; brother,
Padraic G. Neville.
Hoopee lived in Rochester all her life. She attended Columbia School in Rochester,
Foxhollow School in Lenox, MA, and Smith College.
She enjoyed exploring the outdoors, traveling across the world, nature in all its forms,
equestrian recreation and competition, and automotive rally racing. She was a font of
historic knowledge and an excellent photographer.
Hoopee had many volunteer positions. She was recently appointed as a NYS Parks
Commissioner; she was primary support of the Gift Shop at Ganondagan State Historic
Site and Treasurer of Friends of Ganondagan; she was the President, Financial Manager,
Treasurer, and Recording Secretary for Historic Valentown Victor Historical Society; she
was a member of the Junior League of Rochester and the Chatterbox Club; she was a
board member at the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (SPCC); she helped
with her mother's medical care, including staffing & finances as well as hands-on care; she
was Chairman of the Board, Director & Member of Executive and Master Plan Committees
at White Haven Memorial Park; she held various positions in software development &
support for Xerox Corporation, RG&E, and Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation working
with IP Sharp Associates; she worked in the Trust & Investment Division at Lincoln First
Bank; and she was Laboratory Assistant for Renal Physiology at the U of R School of
Medicine & Dentistry, Department of Physiology.
A Memorial Service will be held Saturday, October 26, 11 AM at All Seasons Chapel at
White Haven Memorial Park, 210 Marsh Road, Pittsford, NY 14534. Her interment will be
private. For those wishing, donations may be made in her name to Garth Fagan Dance,
50 Chestnut Street, Rochester, NY 14604 (https://www.garthfagandance.org), or Historic
Valentown Victor Historical Society, P.O. Box 472, Victor, NY 14564

(http://www.historicvalentownmuseum.org)

Cemetery
White Haven Memorial Park
210 Marsh Road
Pittsford, NY, 14534

Comments

“

Hoopee is gone. Her passing was unexpected and much too soon. We had 21
wonderful years together and I miss her more than I can say.
I plan to do everything I can to help complete the many projects, dreams and plans
she was working on.
I also want to reach out to all of her (and my) friends and loved-ones to continue the
connections we all shared.
Please contact me at any time, for any reason. I know that this is what she would
have wanted me to do.

David Mitchell - September 02 at 07:25 PM

“

I truly connected with Harriett as a friend, a very good friend. Such an interesting person.
She will be terribly missed by our group. I am one of her Historic Valentown family and that
is how we met some years ago. We both cared about this landmark and were also
interested in other similar things. The conversations around those topics with her were
always interesting and rewarding. I could mention a certain kind of book, history, science or
something about nature and I knew she would be interested in the subject and might even
investigate it herself. And then I would hear back about it with her insights. She was an
explorer of places and ideas. Always acquiring new experiences to include in her world.
And then, best of all share that knowledge with others. How wonderful! Thank you my
friend for your lovely mind and heart.
Kathryn L.H. White - September 03 at 06:42 PM

“

It was a privilege to work with Hoopee in opening the current Ganondagan gift shop. It was
her tech support which helped the gift shop have a successful opening. I will always
appreciate the support she offered.
It is my honor to be able to call her a friend. Hoopee you will be missed.
Linda “Suely” Johnson - September 11 at 12:26 AM

