Helen D. Brooks
November 17, 1924 - March 19, 2015

March 19, 2015. She was born Oct. 17, 1924, in Rochester, the daughter of author and
playwright George Brooks and Dr. Helen Clark Brooks.
She received her undergraduate degree from Bryn Mawr College in Pennsylvania, and a
law degree from Cornell University. After graduating from Cornell, she spent her
professional career as an attorney for Lawyers’ Co-op in Rochester. Helen was a longtime volunteer for the Bryn Mawr College Bookstore, as well as the Finger Lakes Trail
Conference. She was a member of the First Unitarian Church of Rochester. Helen was
also a strong supporter of the George Eastman House and the Rochester Museum and
Science Center, and was an active participant at both institutions. She played an
instrumental role in the financing and reconstruction of the monuments at either end of
Arnold Park in Rochester, where she resided for many years. Helen loved music, and had
a particularly passion for opera. That same passion was shared by her brother, David, and
took them both to various opera houses all over the U.S and Europe.
In addition to her parents, Helen was predeceased by her brothers, Hugh Brooks and
David M. Brooks, who died Dec. 17, 2014, in New Hampshire.
A memorial service will be held 5:30 PM, Friday, April 3 at The First Unitarian Church, 220
S. Winton Rd. Interment will be in the spring at the Pearl Creek Cemetery, in Wyoming,
N.Y.
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Comments

“

I lived next to Helen many years on Arnold Park. She was a very warm and generous
lady. The reconstruction of the monuments at both ends of the street was the big
project. Although the city owned them, it refused to do anything. So the neighbors
struggled to find a way. Then one day Helen walked up to me in my yard and
pledged to pay half of the cost of the reconstruction. I was overwhelmed and very,
very thankful. Eventually we persuaded the city to loan the us the other half.
Scott Forsyth

Scott Forsyth - March 29, 2015 at 07:08 AM

“

Helen was a long-time member of the Genesee Valley Hiking Club, as well as many
other organizations. I knew over the past 20 years her through her GVHC and
Landmark Society activities, as I'm an officer of GVHC and a staff member of the
Landmark Society. Here agile, determined gait - even in later years - was that of a
much younger person and certainly a sign of her many years of outdoor activities.
Helen was such a fascinating lady, with so many diverse interests - which made
conversations with her always a treat. We'd run into each other at classical music
concerts, museum exhibits, hiking club dinners - even at Wegmans supermarket. Her
college career and graduation from Cornell Law School - when not many women
were yet entering that field - was quite an accomplishment.
Helen's description of living in the East Ave area, in particular the purchase of her
Arnold Park house after she retired, really impressed me, as that was a major project
to tackle in the later years of her life. She graciously "loaned" her front porch to the
Landmark Society for several of our special "Ghost Walk" Halloween events over the
years, which we much appreciated, as she was always one of the first owners on the
street who'd call and ask if we'd like to use her porch again for that event. Her lovely
Arnold Park house was purchased by another friend of mine, a harpist, who's known
of that house & appreciated it for many years.
In the fall of 2010, Helen and her brother David came on the Landmark Society's 4day bus tour of the Hudson Valley. I was a staff escort on that trip and was lucky to
be seated in front of them each day. It was quite impressive to hear their lively
conversations, which were anything but casual, usually featuring current events and
other world issues, on which they had extensive knowledge and definite opinions! I
also enjoyed talking with her brother and hearing about his most interesting life on a
farm (with orchard) in New Hampshire.
Our Landmark Society staff was also greatly surprised in recent years to discover
Helen's relation to "our" Helen Ellwanger, founder of our organization in 1937 &
whose historic Mt. Hope Ave garden is one of our museum sites. The two Helens
were cousins through their Brooks family relations. Helen B. provided much
information about Helen E., their family activities and background - information not

recorded in the Ellwanger family's extensive archives up at the University of
Rochester. This included Helen B's family visits on Sunday to the Ellwanger house
when she was growing up (they'd drive up from Cortland NY), as well as Helen B's
living at the Ellwanger home when she first got her job with Lawyer's Coop
Publishing in Rochester. We were thrilled to discover this connection of Helen B. to
our society's founder, Helen Ellwanger, a determined and visionary woman in her
own right.
A wonderful lady who will be missed.
Cynthia Howk
Landmark Society of WNY
Cynthia Howk - March 26, 2015 at 05:22 PM

“

Helen Dwight ("Honey") Brooks had two brothers. (All three were students in Groton
High School for a time. [Helen's Dad served at least one term as Groton's Mayor.])
Her brother Dave died just 3 months ago.
Her brother Hugh T. left Yale to fight in WWII.
He was killed in the Battle of the Bulge January 2, 1945.
He was in the 87th Cavalry Reconn squadron, 7th Armored Division
Hugh is buried in the Ardennes American Cemetery, Neupre, Belgium.
Many good memories - including Helen and Dave's underwriting of the return of the
missing cannon to Groton's Rural Cemetery.
Rest in Peace.
Jean Dempsey True
Holden, MA

Jean D. True - March 25, 2015 at 08:15 PM

“

Helen was a true friend to preservation and to The Landmark Society of Western
New York. One only had to speak with Helen for a few minutes to understand how
much she loved the attributes that make our state and region a wonderful and
special place . I enjoyed her insight and curiosity. She is certainly going be missed.
Our deepest condolences.
- Wayne Goodman, Exec Director, The Landmark Society of Western NY

Wayne Goodman - March 25, 2015 at 02:02 PM

