James Charles Wittig
July 11, 1935 - November 11, 2005

Pittsford, departed this life Friday, November 11, 2005. He is survived by his wife of 47
years, Fran; sister, Lois; daughter, Julie Pellegrini (Charles) and sons, John (Susan), Jeff
(Carol), Jim (Judy) and Joe (Julia) and 9 grandchildren. Jim was a beloved father, friend,
and teacher at Pittsford Mendon High School. Friends may call Tuesday, November 15th,
2-4, 7-9 pm at the funeral chapel (2305 Monroe Ave). You are invited to bring a written
memory or photo of Jim for the family's memory book. A Memorial Service will be held at
St. Catherine of Sienna Church in MendonWednesday, November 16th, 11:30 am followed
by a gathering in the Community Center. The family has requested in lieu of flowers,
donations may be made to the Pittsford Schools Foundation, PO Box 243, Pittsford, NY
14534 in memory of James Wittig.

Comments

“

Both Gary & I had Mr. Wittig for AP History, which sparked a life long love of the
subject. He was a teacher that inspired, truly cared about his students and always
was creative in his teaching style. We both also got to see him out of the classroom
at Camp Arrowhead, and we both cherish those times. Mr. Wittig will truly be missed.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this difficult time. Perhaps it is some
comfort that both Gary and I knew then and know how much he cared and was a
teacher that most teachers can only dream of being.

Gail & Gary Smith - November 28, 2005 at 07:57 PM

“

Mr. Wittig was one of my favorite teachers at Pittsford Mendon.I can't recall how it
came about but I used to call him "Otto" For years after I graduated I'd be driving by
the house see him out front and blow the horn and yell a salute.Mr.Wittig was one the
reasons Pittsford Mendon was such a great school.A good man and I will miss him
but have warm memories.John A.Abel class of 1974.

John A. Abel - November 22, 2005 at 03:26 AM

“

I was very sad to learn of Mr. Wittig's passing. I had Mr. Wittig as a teacher in 1977
for AP History. He was truly inspiring with a great sense of humor. I remember he
used to quote Theodore Roosevelt saying "Dare to be great". That phrase stuck with
me well past my high school years. He will be missed!

Sterling Kozlowski - November 20, 2005 at 07:23 PM

“

As a former student of Mr. Wittigs I am indebted to him for cultivating my interest in
the history of our country. I was less than a model student and yet he was able to
inspire me to truly enjoy and look forward to his classes and his teachings. Years
later I had the good fortune of coaching his sons, Joe, Jim and Jeff. I witnessed their
work ethic, sportsmanship and dedication, it was then that I began to fully understand
the depths of his teachings and witness its fruition.

J.B. Conti Pittsford High Class of "72 - November 17, 2005 at 04:22 AM

“

So sorry to hear of your loss. My husband, Tim, and I were students of Jim's at
Pittsford High School (Classes of '70 and '71.) Jim was a friend of Tim's mother and
took a special interest in him and became sort of a father figure to him because Tim's
father had died. He got Tim a job working summers at Arrowhead which led to many
happy memories for Tim. I remember him saying how hard it was to go back to
school and change from saying "Jim" to "Mr. Wittig." Jim was the kind of teacher
whom everyone loved but also respected. What I will always remember about him
was that great smile and terrific sense of humor. He also was someone you could
talk to if you needed to. Tim died suddenly two weeks ago, and memories of his time
at Arrowhead were part of the reminisences at his funeral. Jim was a great family
man (all those "J" kids!) and a great friend who lit up the world and touched many,
many lives. He will be sorely missed. God bless all of you.

Barbara (Hughes) Sattora - November 16, 2005 at 01:04 PM

“

As a social studies teacher and department leader in the Middle School,I had many
occasions to be in contact with Jim. He was always sincere, helpful and professional
in our interschool communications and meetings. His sense of humor was always
evident. Truly the world has lost a dedicated educator,proud father and devoted
husband. Without a doubt,this wonderful classy gentleman has "slipped the surly
bonds of earth and touched the face of God" My sincere sympathy and prayers to the
entire Wittig family on your great loss. I know Jim will live on in the lives of his five
wonderful children,his grandchildren and his devoted wife. May he rest in peace.

Rose Mary Flihan - November 16, 2005 at 04:05 AM

“
“

Rose Mary Flihan - November 16, 2005 at 03:49 AM

To all the Wittigs: I am very saddened to know about your loss. What fun we had over
the years at Pittsford functions. I had the wonderful opportunity of teaching Julie and
watching all of the Wittig boys grow and learn in the Pittsford schools, along with
watching them on the sports fields. It was truly a pleasure to know Jim, an excellent
teacher, gentleman, friend, husband and father of a special family. Cherish your
many fond memories. It will help with the loss you have to bear. Thank you, Jim, for
representing the district so well. What a great force you were in this wonderful family,
Fran. Sincere sympathy, Elaine Hallett

Elaine Hallett - November 16, 2005 at 12:12 AM

“

Dear Fran & Family, When Jim and I were growing up near Loon Lake we use to ride
a school bus to Wayland. Jim was from a great family and our parents were friends
for many years. I have been away from Wayland for over 55 years, so it has been a
long time ago since our paths last crossed. We extend our Sincere Sympathy to you
and your family at this time. Ann & Carl Zimmer

Carl L. Zimmer - November 15, 2005 at 10:46 PM

“

I was Mr. Wittig's student in 1990 and I actually still have a handout from his AP US
History class on my office wall - the "Dare to be great" quotation from Teddy
Roosevelt! I sure enjoyed Mr. Wittig's class and am very sorry to hear of your loss.

Robin McKnight - November 15, 2005 at 07:09 PM

“

I was very lucky to be a student of Mr. Wittigs. He was a wonderful teacher (one of
my favorites at Mendon)and had great enthusiasm for teaching. I still remember
much of what I learned in his class. Thanks Mr. Wittig for making learning and
adventure and fun. Laurie Greenham, Class of 1976

Laurie Greenham - November 15, 2005 at 06:26 PM

“
“

Laurie Greenham - November 15, 2005 at 06:21 PM

I have known the Wittig family for sometime. I was good friends with Jeff and my
sister was friends with Julie. I always enjoyed going over to the Wittig's because Mr.
Wittig was very enjoyable to be around. His sense of humor and quick whit always
made my day. I never had the privilage of Mr. Wittig as a teacher, but I was lucky
enough to know his son, Jeff, and this gave me the opportunity to be a part of Mr.
Wittig's life. I know that Mr. Wittig is resting peacefully and all my prayers are with
him.

Peter Melville - November 15, 2005 at 05:30 PM

“

Jim was a gentleman from the old school and we both appreciated his friendship and
humor over the years. The world is a sadder place without him because he
contributed his best efforts to his family, friends and profession. He touched many
lives in a positive fashion. Our deepest sympathy to all the Wittigs. God Bless. Bill
and Fran DiPaulo

Bill and Fran DiPaulo - November 15, 2005 at 04:10 PM

“

We're so sorry for your loss Fran,may God be with you and guide you through the
days ahead. Larry and Alex Hartman

Larry Hartman - November 15, 2005 at 02:13 PM

“

I went to PMHS (Class of 1983) and had Mr. Witting as a teacher. I vividly remember
sitting at the unique oval table in his AP History class,and I recall him as being one of
the most genuinely enthusiastic, passionate and memorable teachers I had had. If
memory serves, Mr. Wittig's favorite expression was Teddy Roosevelt's "dare to be
great", which seems fitting in the memory of a great educator. I am sorry for your
loss. Michael Hess

Michael Hess - November 15, 2005 at 01:06 PM

“

Our thoughts are with each and everyone of you at this time of loss. The staff of
Pittsford Federal Credit Union

PITTSFORD FEDERAL CREDIT UNION - November 14, 2005 at 09:27 PM

“

My sympathy to all of Jim's family.I went to school with as did my brother(John Howie
Francis) I used to go up to Jim's house with my parents when I was a young girl. His
sister-Lois was always very nice to me. Charlotte (Francis) Colegrove

Charlotte Colegrove - November 14, 2005 at 07:01 PM

“

We will never forget the fun and laughter at many of our gatherings. It was always a
joy to be in Jim's company as he always added the positive thinking to the situation.
God Bless Fran and the family. Love Nancy&George

Nancy&George Noble - November 14, 2005 at 04:17 PM

“

Dear Jim and Judy, We are so deeply sorry to hear about the loss of your dad.
Please know that you both as well as your entire family our in our prayers. May you
cherish the wonderful memories of your dad and may these memories live on
forever~ Our deepest sympathy, Tony and Michele Marsala Wegmans Food Markets

Michele&Anthony Marsala - November 14, 2005 at 01:37 PM

“

I'm sorry I can't be there to hug you all, but I am in New Zealand. Jim was a good
friend from the early years at Sutherland. I had been teaching in Wayland for 3 years,
so we immediately shared Wayland tales. He loved a good joke and once persuaded
me to call Herb Bettinger and complain because he hadn't declared a snow day. Jim
laughed and laughed. He knew how Herb hated snow days. When Mary Spicer was
with us, the two of them delighted in setting folks up for a good laugh. I remember
that Jim was the first one who explained merit pay to me in a way I could understand.
And because he had boys just a little older than my Bill, I often went to him for boyraising advice. He loved the kids and loved his family. That's really what life was
about for Jim. And if you could throw in a good touchdown by one of his boys, that
was the best! What a good man he was. I wish you comfort and strength and the joy
of good memories. Beth Vinal

Beth Vinal - November 13, 2005 at 11:53 PM

“

Rest in Peace, Jim. Your pain is ended! Till we meet again one day in heaven Howie

Howard Francis - November 13, 2005 at 05:57 PM

“

I adored my Uncle Jime. To me he was on of the most beautiful, loving caring human
being that I knew. When he past away on friday, my heart felt so much pain. I
couldn't and still can't keep the tears from falling. Flashes of the past and the
memories keep floating around in my mind and I just wish I could turn back the time.
How do you say Good by. I don't think this can be Good-by. For me, I am cnvinced
that the memories I have of my Uncle Jimmy, will remain with me for the rest of my
life and he will always live with me in heart and mind. I love you my Uncle.

Kathie Christie - November 13, 2005 at 03:37 PM

