John Eugene Mooney
December 28, 1944 - March 7, 2015

John Eugene Mooney passed away peacefully on March 7, 2015.
John was born in Rochester on December 28, 1944, the youngest of five children of Dr.
James and Genevieve Mooney. He was married for 47 years to his beloved wife, Kathleen
“Katie” Mooney, who predeceased him.
A graduate of McQuaid Jesuit High School and LeMoyne College, John received an MBA
from the University of Rochester in 1968. After a working in finance in Chicago and New
York City, John and Katie moved back to Rochester to raise their three daughters in 1979.
Active for many years in the Rochester business community, John founded and was the
chief executive officer of Essex Capital Markets, an investment advisory firm with four
offices in upstate NY. Essex grew rapidly and was purchased by KeyBank. John was also
active in real estate development through Essex Partners and in small business financing
with Cephas Capital. John served on the board of directors of The School of Holy
Childhood, Our Lady of Mercy High School, Saint John Fisher College and The Greater
Rochester Housing Partnership.
An avid sports fan, John had a lifelong love of basketball, baseball and golf. He worked to
instill this love of sports in his children and grandchildren. Perhaps most of all, John was
known for his great sense of humor that could make us laugh and often reflect on the joys
of life. He and Katie were truly devoted to one another and brought so much to their
family, friends and the Rochester community.
In addition to his parents and wife, John was predeceased by his brother, James Mooney
and his wife Kathy Mooney; by his sister Joyce Considine; his sister Marie Rague and her
husband Dr. Edwin "Skip" Rague; his nephew James Rague; and his sister-in-law Sheila
Penn.
John is survived by his three daughters, Karen Gilbert, Sarah (Stan) Holland and
Elizabeth Mooney, grandchildren John and Charlie Holland and Allison and Larry Gilbert,

his brother Thomas (Norma) Mooney and and brother-in-law John Considine, and many
beloved nieces and nephews.
The family would like to thank the staff of the Friendly Home and Cloverwood and the
many dedicated caretakers who cared for John during his illness.
Friends may call on Friday, March 13, from 4 - 6 PM at the Anthony Funeral Chapel (2305
Monroe Ave). A memorial service will be held on Saturday, March 14 at 10:30 AM at
Asbury First United Methodist Church, 1050 East Ave. with a reception to immediately
follow at the Country Club of Rochester. Interment will be private. In lieu of flowers, those
who wish to remember John are asked to make donations to Holy Childhood
(holychildhood.org) or the Boys & Girls Club of Rochester (http://www.bgcrochester.org).
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Comments

“

I have so many fond memories of the Mooney Family! I remember going over to the
house, as a child and playing basketball with John, Tom and Jim. I didn't do very
well, but I sure had fun! The Mooney's were always very loving and welcoming to the
O'Brien Family. My heart goes out to John's family and I will remember them in my
prayers. So sorry for your loss.
Joe (Mike), and Joellen O'Brien
Chicago , IL.

Joseph M. O'Brien - March 14, 2015 at 01:52 PM

“

Tom Mooney and family Please accept my condolences on John's passing.Tom it is
hard to believe how long are families have known each other. May God grant you
and your family peace and love.
Bob Kammer

Robert Kammer - March 13, 2015 at 02:06 PM

“

Jim, Megan, Sarah and James Mikolaichik purchased the Gift of Grace Bouquet for
the family of John Eugene Mooney.

Jim, Megan, Sarah and James Mikolaichik - March 13, 2015 at 08:25 AM

“

Dear Karen, Sarah and Elizabeth,
We are so sorry about your father's death. As you well know, he was such a good
man, through and through. We know how he helped his niece and was a rock of
strength to his extended family. We admired him and enjoyed his great sense of
humor and that great twinkle in his eye. We will say a prayer for all of you and trust
that the best of memories will keep you smiling.
We cannot get to Rochester because of Bob's illness, but you are in our thoughts
and prayers for sure.
With love,
Bob and Kathy Heffern

Kathleen oHeffern - March 12, 2015 at 10:24 PM

“

Will Rogers once said, " I never met a man I didn't like". While John Mooney was too
modest to have ever said, " I never met a man who DIDN"T LIKE ME, he very well
could have because it was true. Indeed, there was not only a lot to like about him,
but also a lot to admire as well. John and I became friends in freshman year at
McQuaid , first in Father Paret's homeroom 1G and then as teammates for four years
on the basketball team. John was unselfish offensively and a ferocious defender. We
also played basketball on his driveway at 171 Chili Ave, shot countless hours of pool
at Ely's in East Rochester, and once we had the requisite "proof of age", managed to
stay mostly out of trouble at "Tiny's" in Summervile and the "GPI" on Scottsville
Road. What we all loved about John was his sense of humor, the easy and infectious
laugh. He also tempered his fierce competitive nature with a sense of fairness which
we all admired. As a fellow member of the Rochester business community, it was
obvious to me that these qualities were the springboard for the tremendous success
he enjoyed in his professional life. Later, as John and Katie endured incredibly
prolonged and debilitating challenges, he never lost his sense of humor, nor did he
ever stop fighting. Finally, and incredibly, he never, ever complained, finding instead
new avenues to enjoy life and to stay intellectually active. I am sure his family is as
proud of him as he was of them. Requiscat in pace, John!

Don Robinson - March 11, 2015 at 09:15 PM

“

Many years ago I met John on a trip to Ireland. It was a large group orchestrated by
the Growney's. We had such a good time and many of the participants brought
"props". John's was a purple wig that made him look like an old punk rocker. He was
a riot and most thought so. It was a very special trip in that it included a nights stay at
the Imperial Hotel in Cork that happened to be the site of the celebration for the two
teams from Cork that had just won the "double". Only time in modern history. When
we left the hotel that evening there were some 20,000 people outside waiting to greet
the athletes. There was John with that wig on and Billy Meager with his giant glasses
on that made him look like Jimmeny Cricket. The fans went wild! In between rounds
of golf John was constantly working. It amazed me how he could mix the two and
keep smiling throughout. It was a special time and I was glad to have met and gotten
to know John. I'm so very sorry for your loss.
Barry Deane

Barry Deane - March 11, 2015 at 08:43 AM

“

I played on the basketball and soccer teams with John in high school and, one
summer we both caddied at Oak Hill Country Club. So we were allowed to play the
famous East Course on Mondays. One Monday a group of John, Mike Wodjick Jerry
Roeher (I think) and myself were playing there, mostly badly, and youthful tempers

started to overcome us. At one missed short putt John, overcome by frustration,
threw his putter high over his head and it stuck in an adjoining pine tree well above
the ground. John struggled up the tree to regain his club and emerged with pine tar
all over his clothes, arms and hands. We all found the whole event very amusing and
it brought a levity to our group that broke the funk that had descended on us.
I have been an adventure loving traveller so spent little time in Rochester after high
school. Still I have very fond memories of our sports team times together and the
friendships formed through the hard work of forming a competitive team. In our junior
year we were the first basketball team to beat Aquinas. And I love the photo of John
in our senior yearbook where he is leaping for a rebound with his long arms and legs
outstretched.
May he rest in peace and his loved ones always appreciate the part he played in
their lives.
Tony Criscuolo - March 10, 2015 at 11:34 AM

“

Please accept the most heartfelt sympathies of Le Moyne College. We hope the love
and memories that you will forever hold in your heart bring you peace and comfort
during this difficult time.
Le Moyne College, Office of Alumni and Parent Programs
Syracuse, NY

LeMoyne College Alumni Office - March 10, 2015 at 09:48 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of John Eugene Mooney.

March 10, 2015 at 08:13 AM

