John J. Soper
August 8, 1943 - May 20, 2016

Webster: May 20, 2016. After a brief illness, John died peacefully at age 72 surrounded by
his family. He is predeceased by his son, John Harris Soper, and parents, John and Ruth
Soper. John is survived by his loving wife of 48 years, Judith; daughter, Joanne Silliman
(Keith); son, James (Jenna); grandchildren, Samuel and Sarah Silliman; sister, Mary
Meyer (Bryan); as well as many nieces and nephews.
John was a graduate of North High School in Syracuse, Union College, and University of
Rochester. He began his teaching career in 1966, teaching Social Studies at R.L. Thomas
High School in Webster, NY. He remained in the Webster Central School District for his
entire career as a Social Studies Administrator, Vice Principal and Principal. Following his
retirement in 2001, he and Judith enjoyed many years traveling and spending time with
family and friends at their lake house on Seneca Lake.
The family would like to express their sincere thanks to the entire staff at Lipson Cancer
Center and to John’s wonderful Lifetime Care nurse, Michele Morganti, for the exceptional
care and respect they gave during his illness.
Friends may call Monday, May 23 and Tuesday, May 24 from 4-7 PM at the funeral chapel
(1031 Ridge Road). A Funeral Mass will be celebrated on Wednesday, May 25, 10:30 AM
at St. Paul's Church, 783 Hard Road, Webster, NY 14580. In lieu of flowers, please make
contributions to the John Soper Memorial Fund, care of Webster Central School District,
119 South Avenue, Webster, NY 14580 or CURE (Childhood Cancer Association).
Envelopes will be available at the funeral home.

Events
MAY
23

Visitation

04:00PM - 07:00PM

Anthony Funeral Chapels, Webster
1031 Ridge Road, Webster, NY, US, 14580

MAY
24

Visitation

04:00PM - 07:00PM

Anthony Funeral Chapels, Webster
1031 Ridge Road, Webster, NY, US, 14580

MAY
25

Service

10:30AM

St. Paul's Roman Catholic Church
783 Hard Road, Webster, NY, US, 14580

Comments

“

John was a Fraternity Brother, teammate, and good friend during our years together
at Union. It was my honor to be part of the wedding party when he married his
wonderful wife, Judy. I will always treasure the good times we had together.
George LaPorte

George LaPorte - June 09, 2016 at 02:05 PM

“

John will surely be missed by so many people. He was a wonderful neighbor and
friend.

Cathy Blakey - May 31, 2016 at 07:41 AM

“

I remember John's laughter and his friendly smile. I will miss him.
He is with the angels.

mary monefeldt - May 26, 2016 at 08:04 PM

“

John was on the hiring committee that brought me to Webster in 1971. He quickly
became a mentor and a good friend. He modeled hard work, scholarship, caring
deeply for kids, loyalty and a sense of humor. My 13 years in Webster were hugely
influenced by him. When I went to Brighton as a new school administrator he
continued to mentor me. Over the years we stayed friends and continued to enjoy
sharing books and stories and breakfasts and laughs. I will miss him but take comfort
in knowing his legacy will continue through family, friends, colleagues, and students.

Peter Knapp - May 25, 2016 at 07:53 AM

“

It was probably 40 years ago this month i would have been wrapping up an AP
History course with "Mr. Soper." I still have vivid memories of those classes and am
grateful to have been one of his students. It's so nice to hear how many more
contributions he made to the Webster school district. I was fortunate to have received
my education there and it's because of teachers like Mr. Soper that we were all so
fortunate. Peace and prayers to the family as you celebrate John's life.

Maryann Wiedemann Baldwin - May 24, 2016 at 09:41 AM

“

Judy and family,
I can’t remember when I first met John—whether it was through the school system or
St. Paul’s. In any case, he was one of what I’ve come to think of as the school
district’s “pillars”—hallmark teachers/administrators who were a huge and integral
part of the system. It just seems like he was always there, teaching, supporting and
leading in his gentle yet effective way, in a variety of roles and positions. Glad he got
to retire young and enjoy life without work these past many years. So sorry for your
loss.~Cathy Dolan

Cathy Dolan - May 23, 2016 at 10:31 PM

“

Judy and family,
Andrea and I are saddened to hear of John's passing. We are currently on Long
Island and therefore unable to attend the wake and funeral. I just wanted to let you
know what John meant to me. He was a mentor and tremendous influence on me in
my career. He was an outstanding team leader and one of the 2 best principals I ever
worked for. My fondest memories of John were when simply would talk about life. He
was scholarly but also had a very humorous side. I probably laughed more with him
than anyone I can remember in his various positions. He was more than simply an
administrator, I considered him a real friend. We will sorely miss him. Our thoughts
and prayers are with you and your family at this unfortunate time.

Dan David - May 23, 2016 at 07:56 PM

“

Michelle Wise lit a candle in memory of John J. Soper

michelle wise - May 23, 2016 at 07:06 PM

“

Judy and family
Sending prayers at this difficult time.
Our deepest sympathy.
Gaylen and Linda Enochson

Linda Enochson - May 23, 2016 at 02:49 PM

“

My heartfelt sympathy for Judy and family. John was probably the best administrator
I ever worked with. He was passionate about his students. When ever I had a tough
situation in a class or with a student I would always go to John. He always had the
wisdom to make things better for me and always left me with a hug! His devotion to
his students is second to his devotion to his family. John was kind, sincere, warm,
and always supportive., a real family man. I had the opportunity to work with John on
several student activities. He was willing to try new things as was I. I will always
remember John as a gentleman, mentor and friend. God bless you John.
Judy Bishop Shelton

judy bishop shelton - May 23, 2016 at 09:22 AM

“

Mr. Soper was an amazing vice principal in Webster. I was always greeted by Mr.
Soper with a friendly smile and a question, "how's your day?" You see, my father,
Terry Dutton and Mr. Soper went to Union College together, so there was always that
connection. I will always be thankful for Mr. Soper's positive attitude and great
presence within the school setting. He will be truly missed. May you continue to
treasure all your fond memories and know that he was incredible man and role model
to many.
Julie (Dutton) McGuigan
Class of 1993. Webster

Julie McGuigan - May 23, 2016 at 09:22 AM

“

Judy, Joanne and Jamie,
Big John was a strong and principled guy, one I was proud to work with for many
years in the Webster Schools. John was always a caring person, who wanted the
best for his students, their families, and his colleagues. A man like John leaves a
legacy in the hearts and minds of the many people he worked with and helped over
so many years in Webster. I share your sadness at the loss of such a man from our
world. John was a man who loved and treasured his family and the time he spent
with you. I hope that the awareness of how much John meant to so many will bring
you comfort at this difficult time.
Dave Ragusa

Dave Ragusa - May 23, 2016 at 08:55 AM

“

Judy and Joanne, I wish I had some photos (I will look when I get home) that protray
my wonderful memories with John! John, Ty and I were a team for years and I
LOVED every minute of it. I laugh every time I think of the student party that we
chaperoned where there was a mock sumo wrestling pit. This may surprise you, but
John was very competitive (as am I). I was determined to beat him in the sumo pit
and he was not going to let me win (FYI - I WON!). Haha. But as the loser, John was
allowed to take a revengeful jump onto me...I had to lay flat on my back. Ty laughed
so hard that he fell over, as John took a running leap, spread eagle, and landed with
ALL HIS MIGHT on top of me. Good thing the suits were full of air! John took no
mercy. :) As aggressive as he seemed at that moment, I also remember John being
extremely gentle - he treated me with kit gloves when he learned that I was pregnant.
He would hold my elbow and walk me to my office....as if I might break, or slip, or...I
don't know what. But I thought it was cute and annoying at the same time. :) John
was so great in SO MANY WAYS. He was the best administrator I have ever worked
with, he was intelligent, tenacious, efficient beyond belief, funny, kind, gentle AND
tough, he was a wonderful role model and an even better friend. I am so sorry for you
loss. I loved John very much and I am sad to know he is no longer with us physically.
If I know John, though, he is still here...still keeping tabs on things...in spirit. May your
memories bring you comfort and God grant you peace. Love, Patty (Arcuri) Cooke

Patty Cooke - May 23, 2016 at 07:11 AM

“

Dear Judy and family--I have a lot of fond memories of my years AT RLT with John.
We were such a huge batch of newly graduated teachers! Those years were
wonderful and filled with change. I remember the wonderful faculty Christmas parties
and some crazy faculty-student events. John even had to evaluate my teaching as
my VP. We dealt with so many marvelous and troubled students! My thoughts are
with you Judy--I know your wonderful faith and spirit will keep you going. God bless.
Nancy Miller

Nancy Miller - May 23, 2016 at 06:53 AM

“

John Soper was my assistant principal my senior year. I had many great
conversations with him and enjoyed catching up with him as I became a teacher in
webster. I will miss seeing his smiling face. He really loved working with kids and his
dedication to all students was evident. He will be missed dearly. My thoughts and
prayers are with all Mr. Soper's family and close friends.
Kelly Tara

Kelly Tara - May 22, 2016 at 10:38 PM

“

Mr. Soper was my American History AP teacher in 1972-3. Several members of the
Junior Class were looking for something more challenging than the quarter courses
that were being offered.
He was a great teacher - we had a good class dynamic.
In the years since I got to know John a little more as an adult at St. Paul's.
You will be missed.
-Tom Morgan

Tom Morgan - May 22, 2016 at 09:00 PM

“

Heather Balsamo lit a candle in memory of John J. Soper

Heather Balsamo - May 22, 2016 at 07:25 PM

“

I was a Sophmore at RL Thomas when "Mr. Soper" arrived to become, what us girls
thought, the most handsome teacher in the school. Many years later he was the
Vice-Principal for both of my kids and they both loved him. Even later, he came my
customer at Bank of America and we enjoyed sharing stories about my kids. A great
guy, great teacher and great administrator. My sincere condolences. Blessed to have
known him! RIP John!

Sue Denk - May 22, 2016 at 05:30 PM

“

Michele Morganti lit a candle in memory of John J. Soper

michele morganti - May 22, 2016 at 04:35 PM

“

Judy, Joann and family, We are so sorry to hear the news of John's passing. We will
certainly keep him and all of his family in our thoughts and prayers. May God bless
all of you. Ed and Pauline Van Epps

Pauline Van Epps - May 22, 2016 at 04:19 PM

“

My sincerest condolences to John's family on his passing. I had the pleasure of
working with John from 1990 to 2006. Of all the house principals, John was the
fairest and most understanding with his students. He set a great example for them
and never tired of encouraging each and every one of them, whether it was through
a bad breakup moment or sharing in their elation at winning a scholarship. I know
those whose lives he touched are just as saddened as I am today. Rest in Peace, my
friend.
Bonnie Frankenberger
Former Speech-Language Pathologist
at Thomas and Schroeder High Schools.

Bonnie Frankenberger - May 22, 2016 at 12:56 PM

“

I will always have fond memories of John as a colleague and a friend. He was such a
caring individual- all of us who knew him were very lucky to be on the receiving end
of his thoughts, his wit and his concern for others. Rest in peace my friend.

Betsy Palmer - May 22, 2016 at 11:25 AM

“

Judy Shelton lit a candle in memory of John J. Soper

judy shelton - May 22, 2016 at 09:02 AM

“

Such a beautiful mentor and friend. Loving thoughts to Judy and Joanne and family.

Jayne Michno - May 22, 2016 at 05:33 AM

“

Mr. Soper was one my favorite high school teachers. I was a math and science girl,
but Mr. Soper made AP American History my favorite class, ever, at Thomas! Mr.
Soper, your train is leaving the station for a better place. Rest in peace. Amy
McGarrity Zotter

Amy Zotter - May 21, 2016 at 09:12 PM

“

A fantastic principle and wonderful man to so many students! He will be forever
missed! I am so blessed to have known him.

andrea - May 21, 2016 at 07:11 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear this world lost such a great soul. Mr. Soper was a great
principal and I don't think there was ever a day I saw him where he didn't make me
smile. He was kind, compassionate and was great at his job. My condolences to his
entire family.

Katie - May 21, 2016 at 05:28 PM

“

Great teacher and a true gentleman. Prayers to the family. RIP Mr. Soper

Laurie Read - May 21, 2016 at 05:12 PM

“

Rest in peace, Mr. Soper. The WHS class of '96 is remembering you fondly today via
Facebook. We have our 20th reunion this year. You'll be missed. I hope you'll be with
us in spirit. No matter how old we are, we'll always be "your kids." Our most sincere
condolences to the family.

Carrie Wood - May 21, 2016 at 03:48 PM

