Kathleen M. Richards
April 1, 1952 - December 6, 2002

December 6, 2002, peacefully at home of breast cancer. She is survived by her parents,
Ralph and Mary Mercado, brothers, David Mercado, James (Pat) Mercado; sisters,
Margaret Mercado (Brant Braeges), Elizabeth Mercado, Eileen (John) Messner; nieces
and nephews, Quinn, Sarah and Max Messner, Kelly Mercado; life partner, David
Richards; uncle, George Mercado; several cousins; and many dear friends. Friends may
call Sunday, 5-7 pm at Anthony Funeral Chapel, Inc., 2305 Monroe Ave., where services
will be held Monday, 1:00 pm. You are invited to bring a written memory or favorite
photograph of Kathleen for the family’s Memory Book. In lieu of flowers, contributions in
her memory may be directed to the Pluta Cancer Center, 224 Alexander Street, 14607,
Humane Society at Lollypop Farm, 99 Victor Rd, PO Box 299, Fairport, 14450 or to
P.E.T.A (People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals), 501 Front St., Norfolk, VA 23510.

Comments

“
“

December 18, 2002 at 01:34 AM

I am so sorry to hear of Kathleens passing. She was my IBC sister and she will be
missed!

Gayle Ely - December 16, 2002 at 12:29 AM

“

Kathleen, although we never met, the rare breast cancer Inflammatory Breast Cancer
was our bond. You are another brave pathfinder to watch over us. Bless you - you
are out of your pain now. Rest in Peace. I will remember you and your family in my
prayers.

Laney Cummings - December 13, 2002 at 09:16 PM

“

My heart reaches out to you all in your time of saddness. May God hold you all close
and comfort you. Edeen Childers, Houston Texas

Edeen - December 12, 2002 at 05:18 PM

“

What a wonderful smile! Best wishes to the family from another IBC sister.

Anne Abate - December 12, 2002 at 03:10 PM

“

While saddened by her death, we rejoice that she has joined the angels in heaven.
Until we meet again, farewell Kathleen. Kay McQueen

Kay McQueen - December 12, 2002 at 01:45 PM

“

Please accept my sincerest sympathy. I know that Kathy is now in Heaven praying
for all of her family members, friends, and fellow IBC patients. She will always be
remembered as an inspiration on her website on the IBC Memorial List at:
http://www.ibcmemorial.org/367.html Again, sincerest sympathy, Anne

Anne - December 12, 2002 at 01:36 PM

“

I'm so sorry to hear that we have lost yet another of our beloved IBC sisters. It's
comforting to know that Kathleen is now among the very best of group, the brave and
courageous warriors who have now become our pathfinders. My sincerest
sympathies to the family and her friends. Cheska Wheatley, IBC-sister & IBC
Research Foundation Advocate, Whittier, CA.

Cheska Wheatley - December 12, 2002 at 07:35 AM

“

I only met Kathleen once. But she is my sister with a common bond of Inflammatory
Breast Cancer. She will never be forgotten and I will continue to fight this disease in
her honor.

Donna Weiss - December 12, 2002 at 05:59 AM

“

My only interaction with Kathleen was after she got sick & I feel blessed to have been
touched by her kindness and positive spirit. -Amy

Amy Gee - December 09, 2002 at 09:37 PM

“

What a wonderful photo of Kathleen! I had the pleasure of working with her on a
number of projects over the past 10 years, and she was always a joy. I have a
wonderful memeory of a great dinner in Disney World with Kathleen, at which we all
just laughed and laughed the night away. She will be greatly missed by so many. Jen
Long

Jennifer Long - December 09, 2002 at 08:14 PM

“

Dear Margaret, Brant, and Family Members, Our prayers go out to you for strength
and well being. The following are a few words I have treasured on previous
occasions and I wish to share them with you : If you think of me when you see an
ocean wave roll into shore, when you hear a treasured song that reminds you of a
treasured memory, when you speak or hear words spoken that I might have said,
when you breathe the fresh air from springtime blossoms or the refreshing coolness
of snowflakes dancing in the air, when you visit a place we were at together and
shared a special moment in time, when you turn the switch to on and the lights to the

Christmas tree come aglow, when you are reflecting in that tender moment of
silence, then I am not gone I exist within and you have me for the rest of your life.
God Bless you all, Shirley Murphy
shirley murphy - December 09, 2002 at 04:34 PM

“

To the Family of Kathleen, Though I did not know your kathleen well, I did know how
talented and special she was and will be in your hearts forever. This picture on the
site is so lovely and shows her energy and spirit which allowed her to carry on so
bravely over the past years. Kathleen Cattrall (David) kept many of us informed of
your daughter's and sister's journey to what I believe is the next stage of our lives.I
will keep you in my prayers as you mourn your tremendous loss and I will pray that
Kathleen is looking down at all of us with that big, beautiful smile and watching over
her loving family. With deep sympathy, Sandi Edwards

Sandra Edwards - December 09, 2002 at 03:22 PM

“

Kathleen was my sister, in every sense of the word. We laughed, disagreed, and
conspired. And we never let anything come between our friendship. She was a loyal
and honest friend. Her passing will leave a mark on my life.

Kathy David Cattrall - December 09, 2002 at 02:59 PM

“

My sincere condolences to Kathleen's family on her passing. I hope you find solace
in that she is now in peace.

Donna Gillespie - December 08, 2002 at 03:59 PM

“

Kathy was a dear friend and colleague when we worked at SUNY Brockport College.
We shared many work projects and lots of laughs. Always a true professional, she
shared her talents joyously. She always brought her bright smile and wit to each day.
I've missed the great relationship we had and never had it repeated with other writers
in the years since. I'm sorry that the distance prevents me from sharing these
thoughts personally.

Patrick S. Madama - December 07, 2002 at 10:59 PM

“

What I remember most are Kathleen's gently ironic wit and penetrating questions.
She and we, her friends, always had such good talks. Her quiet laughter ... a cheerful
cynic forever astonished at the strangeness or goofiness of the world. I will miss her
so much. But she will live always, within us, her many friends, and her family. With
love, Brian

Brian Buchanan - December 07, 2002 at 06:18 PM

“

It is difficult to put into words how I/we felt about Kathleen. Her quick wit, warm smile
and and unique sense of humor all come to mind. For me, I can never forget all those
great New Year's Eve parties at the Richard's house; great food, great friends, great
times. We will miss you.

Sam Pace - December 07, 2002 at 04:13 PM

“

I will miss Kathleen more than words can say. I always looked up to her and loved
her for her insightful way of looking at things and for her humor. We had so many
great, fun and silly times together, I thank God (and Polly) for bringing Kathleen into
my life. I was so lucky to know her.

Barbara Pace - December 07, 2002 at 04:00 PM

“

Kathleen was a brave, loving and gentle spirit, with a sense of humor that will last
forever. It was my pleasure to spend part of her life with her. I am sorry that I will be
out of town and unable to attend the service or calling hours; I will need to send hugs
from afar; I know that she will be sorely missed. Sharon Stiller

Sharon Stiller - December 07, 2002 at 03:01 PM

“

Thank you for the privilege in allowing me to participate in Kathy's care these last few
months. She was such a trouper, fighting to the end, and she inspired all of us with
her bravery, her humor, and her total love of life. The love and devotion of her family
of birth and family of choice were remarkable. She was indeed our beloved.

Ann - December 07, 2002 at 02:32 PM

“

One of the brightest and wittiest people I have ever had the pleasure of knowing. The
experience of knowing and working with you Kathleen, has never been surpassed.
You are already missed. Nessa

Nessa Kiely - December 07, 2002 at 01:58 PM

