Margaret Mary Gallagher
April 22, 1925 - May 12, 2017

Rochester: Returned to God May 12, at 92. Born Margaret DePrez; she was a world
traveler, college professor and mother of four. Always a positive presence, she spent her
final days surrounded by her family.
Her parents, Frances and Victor, started DePrez Travel in the 1930s. As a teen, Margaret
remembered flying on a plane with wicker seats. She attended Mercy High School and
Nazareth College. She met her future husband, Thomas at a beer bash thrown for Jean
Ford on her way into the Convent.
Married in 1949; They moved to Brooklyn while he finished his orthopedic residency and
then Norfolk, VA while he served in the Navy during the Korean Conflict. They returned to
Pittsford where Margaret taught Biology at Nazareth College and was active in the Seton
Group. In the 60s and 70s, she raised four children then returned to Nazareth to get her
Masters in Education. In 1979, they relocated to Albany where she became active in
teaching refugees English. In the late 80s, they retired to Canandaigua, then traveled to
Europe and cruised to China and the Mediterranean.
Margaret never lost her sense of adventure; at 72 she trekked Vietnam and Cambodia
and at 75, she went parasailing in Jamaica. Always involved, engaged, and curious about
the world, she continued to travel and explore well into her 80's.
Margaret is predeceased by her parents; husband, Dr. Thomas Gallagher; son, Thomas
Jr. and sister, Norma Leene. She is survived by her children, Margaret, Eileen, and Paul; 7
grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren.
A Funeral Mass will be on Saturday, May 20 at 9 AM at St Louis Church, 64 South Main
St., Pittsford followed by internment at White Haven Memorial Park.
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Comments

“

Remembering the graceful Mrs.Gallagher. A woman who rose to many challenges.
An intelligent scientist, a busy mother, a long time caregiver to a son and husband, a
bird lover. My most cherished memories of Margaret where during my years as a
Physician Assistant student with Meg in Albany 1979-1981. Many of us came out of
the woodwork in Albany to attain a professional career in medicine. We were
displaced from home and family, but then there were the Gallagher's. Margaret
opened her lovely Delmar home to us, counseled us and fed us cookies. Dr.
Gallagher tutored us on orthopedics through his cigar smoke. We had family. Now I
send my love to this special family and honor them for the care and attention they
devoted to Margaret during her years of challenge. She set the right example. In
peace and love. Fran

Francine Panely - May 19, 2017 at 10:40 AM

“

Meg Gallagher lit a candle in memory of Margaret Mary Gallagher

Meg Gallagher - May 19, 2017 at 10:22 AM

“

Meg, Eileen, and Paul,
Your mom was a very special lady who made me feel special. I loved her for her
upbeat personality, engaging smile, and great sense of humor. She was also a
generous and caring person.
It was a privilege to be your mom's choice of babysitter for you kids when you were
little. I have fond memories of each of you and your brother Tommy. Your dad also
holds a very special place in my heart.
May it bring each of you comfort and peace to know that your family was loved then
and still is today.
Sherry (Kelsey) Shaffer

Sherry Shaffer - May 16, 2017 at 09:08 PM

“

Thank you Sherry. We were all lucky to have had her in our lives.
Meg
Meg Gallagher - May 19, 2017 at 10:18 AM

“

Meg, Eileen & Paul,
So sorry to learn of your Mom's passing. She was like a second mother to me during
our years together on Woodland Rd. My thoughts are with you.
Warmest regards,
Bert Falk

Bert Falk - May 14, 2017 at 02:58 AM

“

Bert, thank you for your kind words and thoughts. Woodland Rd was a special place to
grow up. I have many fond memories of your family as well, and that time so long ago. Our
best to you as well, Eileen
Eileen Gallagher - May 15, 2017 at 09:01 AM

“

Meg, Paul and Eileen,
Your Mom was always so kind and sweet to me. She will always have a special place in my
heart, right along with Tommy and Dr. Gallagher.
Love you all very much,
Nancy Van Bell
Nancy Van Bell - May 16, 2017 at 03:00 PM

