Mary "Betty" Keenan
October 17, 1922 - January 6, 2010

Keenan, Mary Betty (Mulcahy) Brighton: January 6, 2010 at the age of 87 after a
courageous battle with leukemia. Loving wife for 59 years of husband James Keenan. A
lifelong resident of Rochester, Betty is a graduate of Our Lady of Mercy High School,
attended Nazareth College and graduated from Catholic University with a degree in
nursing. She married Jim and became a devoted wife, mother of nineand homemaker.
She was an active member of Our Lady Queen of Peace parish, and generously
volunteered her time to help others. She is predeceased by her brother, Donald Mulcahy
and infant daughter Annie. In addition to her husband, she is survived by three
daughters,Bee MonteVerde, Ellen (Chris) Marshalland Amy (Bob) Boniface; five sons,
James, Bill (Ann), Dan, Peter (Dana) and Michael (Heather); sisters Dorothy (Jim)
Scheible and Sister Elaine Theresa Mulcahy; sisters-in-law Carol Mulcahy and Isabel
Keenan; fourteen grandchildren, Charlie, Philip, Teddy, Brian, Megan, Ian, Emily, Bobby,
Annie, Julie, Megan Mary, Kristina, Tom and Mimi; and several nieces and a nephew.
Friends may call Friday, 4:00 8:00 PM at the funeral chapel (2305 Monroe Ave.) Her
Funeral Mass will be held on Saturday, 10:00 AM at Our Lady Queen of Peace, 601
Edgewood Ave., Brighton.In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be directed to
Lifetime Care Hospice, 3111 Winton Rd. South, Rochester, NY 14623.

Events
JAN
8

Visitation

12:00AM - 12:00AM

Our Lady Queen of Peace
601 Edgewood Avenue, Rochester, NY, US, 14618

JAN
9

Visitation

10:00AM - 10:00AM

Our Lady Queen of Peace
601 Edgewood Avenue, Rochester, NY, US, 14618

Comments

“

Hi Bill, I just learned of your mother's passing (1/31)and wanted to extend my
condolences to you and your family. Take care, Terri

Terri Hill Petracca - February 01, 2010 at 02:28 AM

“

I knew Mrs. Keenan for many, many years. Her son, Peter, and I have been friends
since grammer school at Our Lady Queen of Peace. I remember Mrs. Keenan very
fondly and know she will be sadly missed by friends and family alike. I will be sure to
keep her in my prayers.

Dan Wackerman - January 11, 2010 at 10:58 PM

“

It was with great sorrow that I learned of the passing of Mrs. Keenan. It had been
many years since I saw her, but her lasting memories of her family and extended
circle of friends, should allow you to celebrate her life as a true reflection of God's
work. Each of you has been touched by the miracle of thoughtfulness and kindness
that your Wife, Mother and Grand-mother so lovingly gave with abundance. As you
take comfort from her courage, you can all take courage from her comfort in her faith.
Seth and Janora Fenton

Seth Fenton - January 11, 2010 at 07:24 PM

“

To Jim, the kids, grandkids and everyone else who loved Betty -- I am so sorry to
hear about her passing. Even though I didn't get to see her too often, mostly when
she and Jim were visiting my parents, I couldn't help but see what a special woman
she was. She was articulate, interested in others, had a great sense of humor and
was probably, as best as I can tell anyway, the most organized woman I've ever met!
I guess having nine kids will do that! There is nothing I can say that will ease your
pain right now. Just know that I send all of my love and prayers to you -- Jim, kids,
grandkids and everyone else -- And that you will get through this with memories and
love and laughter. May your mom sleep gently in the palm of God's hand. Love,
Kathy

Kathy Keenan - January 09, 2010 at 07:04 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Betty's death. I have such fond memories of these two huge
families getting together. Our moms were such great friends. My dad and I went to
dinner at Betty and Jim's last year. It was so nice to be part of the grownup group!
She was just one incredible lady. God bless you Jim. I am on my way to my dad's out
on Martha's Vineyard tonight and I will be telling him this sad news. I'm sure it will
bring tears to his eyes.

Markie Kanpp Robinson - January 08, 2010 at 11:40 PM

“

Thank you, Mrs. Keenan, for giving the world your daughter, Ellen, and for giving me
my wonderful friend.

Laurie Prescott Anton - January 08, 2010 at 05:16 PM

“

Dear Jim, Keenan Kids, Spouses, and Keenan Grandchildren, My heart grieves with
all of you today, and I wish I could be with you. I feel very fortunate to have spent
Thanksgiving with all of you celebrat- ing Jim's 90th birthday and visiting Betty. Her
humor was strong, and she made me feel very welcome. Since my visit to Rochester,
I have often thought of the Keenan Clan as a quilt with each square, unique and
colorful with its many textures held in common by the thread of Jim and Betty's love
that has bound all of you together. May this time allow you to cry freely, support one
another, but above all, laugh and enjoy the stories as they are shared again and
again in the spirit of healing and bringing you closer together. With love to you, Jim,
and the kids, Carolyn Keenan Kaboord

Carolyn Keenan Kaboord - January 08, 2010 at 03:38 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family at this most difficult time, Bee.
While your Mom's physical presence has passed, her loving memories will be with
you always. Take care. Love, Deb and Marty

Cullather-Campanella - January 08, 2010 at 01:09 PM

“

...Sending many good thoughts and prayers from Michigan! Amy, we will always
smile when we think of your mom's visits. Arriving with coolers, enough food to feed
a crowd and always a good story or two! We too will miss her.

Megan Parks - January 08, 2010 at 03:22 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with Ellen, her family and the Keenan family. By
knowing you, I know that your mother was an amazing individual. With much love,
Bridget

Bridget Chase - January 08, 2010 at 03:04 AM

“

Peter, My prayers and thoughts are with you and your family. Deepest sympathy.
Marie, Pat and Victoria Pizzolo

Marie Pizzolo - January 07, 2010 at 09:17 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.

Deborah King - January 07, 2010 at 08:47 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy over the loss of your mom/ grandmother. Our thoughts and
prayers are with you!

The Gronemeyer Family - January 07, 2010 at 08:21 PM

“

Betty, I've known and loved you in so many capacities - as a volunteer at Inpatient
Hospice at St. Mary's and then for years you and Jim gave 200% of yourselves to
our Foot Clinic for the Homeless at St. Joseph's House. I still see you behind the
medical table; Jim, one of the volunteers, bent over giving foot care. I've fond
memories of breakfasts at Chargrill. Your glowing presence and humble, down to
earth manner will be missed by many. Love, Debbie

Debbie Sigrist - January 07, 2010 at 05:37 PM

