Patricia Monahan Bunce
February 16, 1925 - May 25, 2014

Pat Bunce (1925 – 2014) passed away peacefully on May 25, 2014 at The Friendly Home
in Rochester, NY, at the age 89. She was the loving and devoted wife of Roger Bunce
(1924 – 2005) for 59 years. She is survived by brother John and sister Lorraine. She
tragically lost one son, Mickey, at the age of 5. She will be greatly missed but remembered
fondly by her children: Jerry (Margaret), Bob, Marian (Tony), Ed (Beth), Maureen (Paul)
and Bill (Cheryl); and grandchildren: Michael, Chris, Matt (Mary Clair), Jamie (Jen),
Rachael (JP), Kurt (Sasha), Greg, Laura, David (Nikki), Brittany (Rodney), Kelly, Sean
(Nicole), Katy, Ashley, Brandon, Danielle, Lizzie; and great grandchildren: Javon, Nikiah,
Santino, Simon, Elise, Thomas, Quinn, Paisley, Keida, Quintin, Shandon, Jordyn, Grant,
Rourke, Brendon and Natalie.
Pat married Roger, her Jefferson High School sweetheart, after Roger returned from Navy
duties following WWII. She was an Army Cadet during nursing school and a graduate RN
of St. Mary’s Hospital Nursing School.
Pat and Roger lived in Ithaca, NY while he pursued his Bachelor’s degree at Ithaca
College. They wasted no time starting a family having Jerry, Bobby and Mickey before
Roger graduated from college. They moved to Forestville, NY where Roger started his
career as a Physical Education teacher, coach and official. They moved back to
Rochester, NY when Roger got a teaching job in the Rochester School District and there
added 4 more children, Marian, Edward, Maureen and Bill, to their family.
Pat was the foundation for this large family providing the steady influence and stability
needed as meals, school, sports, activities, homework, social events, proms, graduations,
volunteer events and all manner of activities would happen on a daily basis. She also took
private nursing jobs from time to time to keep her skills current.
Pat and Roger founded HARC (Handicapped Adult Recreation Club) because they saw
the need for a club to provide support, activities and a fun environment for disabled adults.
They included their children in this and other opportunities to help others. They led by
example in showing that everyone should be respected, included and valued. This is just
one example of the thousands of lives that were touched in such a positive way by Pat &
Roger.
When the children were finally off on their own Pat worked for Port-a-Medic as a nurse

doing insurance physicals all around Monroe County. She was quite proud of doing
physicals on many important people in the greater Rochester area.
The family is grateful to the Friendly Home for their extraordinary care and compassion.
Friends may call Friday, 3-5, 7-9 PM at the funeral chapel (2305 Monroe Ave.). A Funeral
Mass will be held Saturday, 9:30 AM at St. Jerome’s Church, 207 S. Garfield, E.
Rochester. Private interment at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery. Memorial donations may be
directed to the Rochester Rehabilitation Center, to benefit Rochester Rookies, 1000
Elmwood Ave., Rochester, NY 14620.
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Comments

“

Howie Meath shared the sad news and Pat's obituary with my mom, Florence Rentz.
My parents (Jack & Fo Rentz) were great friends with Rog and Pat, going way back
in the Ithaca days. I have many childhood memories of traveling with my parents and
five siblings to the Bunces for Thanksgivings and summer time visits. I have fond
adult memories going back to my college days in the late 70s at Geneseo, when I'd
be invited up for a delicious meal and their attending our family weddings, including
my own in Massachusetts in 1985. My condolences to the whole Bunce family. I am
so sorry for your loss.
Fondly, Maribeth Rentz Barrell

Maribeth Rentz Barrell - June 11, 2014 at 11:20 AM

“

You all are in our thoughts & prayers for your loss from the entire DeBell family. We
cannot think back to those early days at Jefferson High School without remembering
the entire Bunce Clan!!! What a time those days were. Our families were bonded in a
love of special students, physical activity, caring for others, Family & Faith. Pat will be
missed by all. Thank you for the memories. Sandra DeBell and the Entire DeBell
Family

Sandra J. DeBell - May 31, 2014 at 05:55 AM

“

Pat and I worked together for years at Portamedic. I loved coming to work when I
knew she was there. We had such fun together. I always admired her work ethic and
the volume of work she put out. I also admired her love for her family and for her
faith. She was a true spiritual sister in Christ. My condolences to the family for their
loss.

Barbara Burkard - May 29, 2014 at 08:30 PM

“

Pat was a wonderful neighbor for over 30 years. She "adopted" us into the Bunce
family and included us in family events especially the CAN-AM golf tournament. We
have special memories of watching Super Bowls and NCAA Finals with Pat and
Roger. Pat always had a special snack to share. We enjoyed the seasonal opening
and closing ceremonies for their backyard gazebo, hearing about the adventures of
their children/grandchildren, and listening to stories of West High School, McQuaid,
St. Mary's Hospital, and HARC activities. We shall miss Pat but take comfort knowing
she is now with her beloved Roger.

Linda & Joe Mulcahy - May 29, 2014 at 08:04 AM

“

To all the Bunces,
Lois and I send our condolences on the passing of Pat. We have such vivid and
cherished memories of fun filled times at the pool with your wonderful family. Their
surprise 30th birthday dinner for me was special and we will always hold the
memories of Roger and Pat in our hearts. May she and Roger rest in peace.
Love,
Lois & Tim Leahy

timothy leahy - May 28, 2014 at 07:38 PM

“

Maureen, I will always cherish the memories of both your mom and dad, but I recall
with such vividness, the summers that we worked at the camp and all the spirit and
strength your mom shared with all the participants and volunteers. She was a great
inspiration to me. My sincere condolences. Diane Donovan Quinlisk

Diane Quinlisk - May 28, 2014 at 03:18 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Jerry Bunce - May 28, 2014 at 12:11 PM

“

Sacred Duty Spray was purchased for the family of Patricia Monahan Bunce.

May 28, 2014 at 11:18 AM

“

Ed & Family
Through the years at McQuaid, during and after college, your Mom was like a second
Mom to me as Ed and I walked through our phases of life!
I'll miss her!
Mauro Schifino

Mauro Schifino - May 28, 2014 at 11:13 AM

“

Beautiful Whisper was purchased for the family of Patricia Monahan Bunce.

May 28, 2014 at 09:47 AM

“

What a sweet, sweet woman who will be greatly missed! Our love & prayers to the
Bunce Families.
Bri & Todd Stewart

Bri & Todd Stewart - May 28, 2014 at 09:20 AM

“

Pat was my office nurse for many years. She was a great nurse and outstanding
person. I remember teaching her to draw blood and how She became the best
phlebtomist in the office. She was a joy to work with. The go to person when you
needed something. She so loved her family. Pat, RIP with Roger. You will be missed.
Pat Schneider Portamedic Br. Mgr.

Pat Schneider - May 28, 2014 at 08:29 AM

“

To the Bunce Family, Please accept our deepest sympathy on the loss of your
mother. She was a lovely lady. Claire and Charlie Dyring

Claire & Charlie Dyring - May 27, 2014 at 07:46 PM

“

To the Bunce Family,
I was saddened to hear of the loss of your mother. I have so many wonderful memories of
her as I grew up across the street. Please accept my deepest sympathy and know that I will

keep your family in my prayers.
Eric and Jana Fichtner
Eric Fichtner - May 28, 2014 at 09:56 AM

