Paul William Van Der Meid
May 8, 1932 - May 27, 2019

Pittsford and Keuka Lake - Passed Monday May 27th at age 87.
You will be deeply missed and forever in our hearts. Thank you for all you did for your
family and all the lives you touched. You were an amazing husband, father and
grandfather to your six grandchildren. You have left a hole in our hearts but a smile on our
faces as we remember and cherish the memories.
Paul will be remembered as a true gentlemen with a kind soul. One who always took
interest in others and only saw the good in people. He volunteered countless hours to his
community and was very active in his church.
Born May 8th,1932, Paul grew up in Livonia NY, and was graduated from Livonia High
School in 1949. He attended and was graduated from SUNY Geneseo and furthered his
education at the University of Colorado, and the University of Hawaii where he met his
future wife,Virginia "Ginger" Waterman from Endicott, NY.
Paul received a Master's in History and Education Administration. He began his 37-year
teaching career in West Seneca before moving to the Fairport Central School District.
Paul loved to travel with his wife and was blessed to see the world. His adventures took
him to all but one continent. Some of his most recent treks include South Africa, Russia,
Croatia, India, and the Galapagos Islands. Domestically, he loved our great national parks
and took a special interest in state capitols in which he had been to all 50.
Besides his travels, Paul cherished his time at Keuka Lake surrounded by his family. Paul
is survived by his wife of 53 years, Ginger; his sons, Scott and wife (Leah), Craig, Mark
and wife (Juleigh); his beloved grandchildren, Lindsey, Andrew, William, Alyssa, Brady,
and Christopher; his sister, Doris; brothers, Jack and wife (Nancy), Tom and wife
(Phoebe), and his many nieces and nephews.

We will love and miss you always.
A Memorial Service will be held Saturday, July 6, 11 AM at Christ Episcopal Church, 36
South Main St., Pittsford, NY 14534. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the
organ fund at Christ Episcopal or a charity of your choice.

Comments

“

To the family of Mr. Van Der Meid, I am sorry to hear of your loss. He was my sixth
grade teacher at West Avenue School in Fairport. He is one of only two teachers that
I remember his name and face well. He made a lasting impression on me and I'm
sure many other students. God Bless. Pam Patridge

Pam Patridge - June 04 at 05:01 PM

“

“

Thank you for your reflection Pam. He lived a full life and we are comforted by that. -Scott
Scott Van Der Meid - June 06 at 09:50 AM

I'm so sorry to hear of the passing of Mr. Van Der Meid. You were blessed to have
him as your husband, father, grandfather. I, too, was blessed to have had him as my
6th grade teacher in Fairport, 1962. Rest in peace Mr. VDM. Yours was a life well
lived.
With heartfelt sympathy,
Judy VanDerMallie Blake

Judy Blake - June 04 at 11:18 AM

“

“

Thank you Judy. We are comforted by the work and dedication he gave to others. -Scott
Scott Van Der Meid - June 06 at 09:52 AM

Ginger,On behalf of the Loomis family I wish to express our sincere condolences at
Paul's passing. The two of you have been such great neighbors at Keuka Lake. Paul
was always so interested in what everyone in our family was doing and always had a
kind word for everybody. And I'm sure no one could ever wield a paint brush as
enthusiastically as Paul. Our thoughts and prayers are with you and the boys and
family.
Regards
Wayne abd Carol Loomis

Wayne Loomis - June 02 at 02:54 PM

“

Thank you for reaching out Wayne. He will be missed but I'm sure his curiosity is in full
display somewhere. -Scott
Scott Van Der Meid - June 06 at 09:56 AM

“

One of Uncle Paul's favorite memories was having been in London at the coronation
of Elizabeth II. He came back with a souvenir tablecloth for my mother that she still
has. He was there my whole life, so I have many memories of him -- learned, funny,
enigmatic, probing. We had a wonderful dinner together in London when I was newly
living here. And in 2014, when my cousin Nancy, who lived in Maine, was with us in
Brockport, he came out, collected Nancy and me and told us the family history by
taking us to all the places where it had happened: Springwater, Livonia, Geneseo,
Liberty Pole... It was a wonderful afternoon. Like me, he loved Maine.

Carol Rahn - June 01 at 09:30 AM

“

Thanks Carol. So happy we all had the chance to get together at the family reunion. Helps
make all this just a bit easier. -Scott
Scott Van Der Meid - June 06 at 09:59 AM

“

9 files added to the tribute wall

Mark Van Der Meid - May 31 at 10:57 PM

“

Dad. Three letters that mean so much.
My definition of dad—HERO.
What an amazing husband, father and grandfather you have been. Your deep love
and commitment to mom as her partner, confidant, and caretaker have been
inspiring. The individual attention, curiosity, and interest you've shared with each of
your grandchildren has been rewarding. And your greatest gift of all—providing your
three sons with amazing childhoods through exploration and adventure. Memories
and experiences that will continue to influence and last us a lifetime.
Dad, you lived a very blessed life. I have been blessed to be a part of it.
Love you. Miss you.
- You only oldest son.

Scott Van Der Meid - May 31 at 04:18 PM

