Ruth Prole Atwater
March 24, 1923 - December 13, 2017

Brighton: December 13, 2017 at age 94 at her home in Rochester, NY. Younger daughter
of Gilbert Arthur Prole and Alice Wolcott, Ruth was born March 24, 1923 at the family
homestead on Prole Road in Stafford, NY where her father was one of twenty Master
Farmers named by Governor Roosevelt in 1928. Friends and colleagues saw in Ruth
three noteworthy character traits that she displayed throughout her life to an unusual
degree: self-reliance, determination, and dependability. Perhaps these were related to her
childhood on the farm. Of a cheerful nature, she had style, an engaging smile, and was an
optimist.
Ruth graduated from Batavia High School and Stoneleigh College, Rye Beach, N.H.,
worked as a buyer at McCurdy's, and was, for several years, secretary at St. James
Church in Batavia where she was also in charge of the parish program for young people.
In 1950, she married Edward Atwater, and together they raised their two children,
Rebecca and Ned. In 1961, they built the house in which they lived for the rest of their
lives. During the early years of their marriage, they lived in Boston where Ruth worked as
a full-time volunteer at Massachusetts General Hospital in the Nerve Clinic and the Allergy
Clinic, and was on the Altar Guild at the Church of the Advent.
After moving to Rochester in 1955, Ruth continued to be involved in church activities, both
at the parish level (St. Paul's) - parish bazaar, antique show, one of the first women to
serve on the vestry - and at the diocesan level - chairman of the Episcopal Church
Women, member of the committee appointed by Bishop Barrett to study the advisability of
funding FIGHT, Diocesan trustee, and member of the national committee for the ordination
of women which was finally successful in 1979 at the Triennial Convention at Minneapolis.
She also served as a trustee of Bexley Hall and on the committee that selected Bishop
Spears.
Ruth enjoyed working with children and did this as a volunteer for several years at the
University's Psychiatry Department testing children. Later, she tutored children in reading
at School #9; it was one of her favorite activities. Member of the League of Women Voters,
the board of the Rochester Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, Harley
School Parent Council, Rochester Garden Club, George Eastman House Restoration and
Landscape Committees, Chatterbox Club, Wednesday Club, and Roundabout, she was

always busy. Her son, as a little boy, described his mother in a school essay as one who
"wore a blue dress and went to meetings".
Ruth was an exceptional and imaginative cook, loved gardening and flower arranging, and
was, briefly, an accomplished silversmith. She liked to travel (she and her husband made
over twenty trips to Europe and one to China; Ruth always kept a diary); enjoyed bargello
and knitting (she knitted well over a hundred Christmas stockings for the children of
friends and sometimes for the friends as well); did the daily crossword puzzle; and found
pleasure in reading, especially modern novels. She was a good bridge player. At church
and clubs she was often asked to work on decorating committees. For several years she
was a mainstay in providing luncheons at the annual book fairs sponsored by the Friends
of the University of Rochester Libraries, and volunteered for many years at Christ
Church's "Soup Kitchen".
Ruth is survived by her husband, Edward; daughter, Rebecca (Fred) Briccetti of Hopinton,
NH; son, Ned (Jane); grandsons, Peter Atwater Briccetti and Nicholas Benham Briccetti;
nieces, Virginia (James) Corngold, Ruth Mulcahy; nephews, Lawrence, Gilbert (Barbara),
Timothy Mulcahy, and Wolcott (Cindy) Hinchey; and, on the Atwater side, her brothers-inlaw, James Perrin (Joan) Atwater, Julian Washburn Atwater; nieces, Sarah Atwater
(Robert) Mayer, Constance Atwater (Gregory) Messner; nephews, James Marsh Atwater,
David Ward Atwater, John (Mary) Atwater, Stephen (Leslie) Atwater, Thomas Wallack; and
twenty-seven grandnieces and grandnephews.
A Funeral Service for Ruth will be held Friday, December 22, 11 AM at St. Paul's
Episcopal Church, 25 Westminster Rd., Rochester, NY 14607. Contributions may be made
to the Ruth Atwater Fund for Tutoring in Rochester Public Schools, c/o St. Paul's
Episcopal Church.
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Comments

“

Marie Hélène, Mano, Thérese, Daniel and Fabrice purchased the Medium Dish
Garden for the family of Ruth Prole Atwater.

Marie Hélène, Mano, Thérese, Daniel and Fabrice - December 18, 2017 at 08:19 AM

“

Such a wonderful person, so many good times shared with her and family. She will
stay in our hearts for ever. Love to all Atwater family. Fabrice,Mano, Marie Hélène,
Therese and Daniel Dubot.

fabrice dubot - December 18, 2017 at 06:26 AM

