William (Bill) Mitchell
March 7, 2018

Webster: Passed away on March 7, 2018 after a long illness at the age of 91. Bill is
predeceased by his parents, Manolis and Kalliope Popoff. He is survived by his beloved
wife of 68 years, Ellen; three daughters, Kathy Bailey, Patricia (John) Sarantis, and Jane
(James) Mickles; grandchildren, Jason Bailey, Basil and Theodore Sarantis, Andrew
(Amy), Eleni, and Alexia Mickles; and great-grandson, James Andrew Mickles II; brothersin-law, Pando (Maria) Pappas and John (Carole) Pappas; cousin, Jerry Papas who was
like the brother he never had; several nieces, nephews, and cousins.
Bill was born in Oxia, Kastoria, Greece as Vasili Papaconstantinou. He came to the US
with his mother in August of 1946, reuniting with his father whom he had not seen in 18
years. The family settled in Rochester where Bill began night school classes to learn
English. He attempted to gain employment with several large local manufacturers who
informed him that foreigners were not hired or not welcomed. Faced with these rejections,
he sought work in the restaurant industry where he started as a "soda jerk" at Critics
Restaurant and later moved on to the Clinton-aire, where he worked as a seafood chef.
He married his wife, Ellen and together, after saving for a few years, were able to
purchase their first restaurant, the Arch Hotel.
From there Bill moved to the White Tavern situated between Columbia Savings Bank and
Mack's Army Navy Store on Main Street. He remained there for 30 years when he moved
to Pittsford Plaza and opened Mitchell's Restaurant in the current Five Guys location. After
15 years there, he retired at age 72 and began to enjoy his retirement traveling
extensively to Europe and Australia. He also was seen at his grandchildren's various
sporting activities, music performances, and award ceremonies where he surely clapped
the loudest and longest.
Bill was a member of the Greek Orthodox Church of the Holy Spirit on South Avenue. He
actively advocated for the church to host a festival which ultimately began in 2004. He
also served as food chairman of the Greekfest until 2014 when he retired from active
participation. He was a long-time member of AHEPA (American Hellenic Educational
Progressive Association), where he was honored for 50 years of service in 2016.
Having only a 6th grade education in Greece, he strongly believed in education for his
children and grandchildren. This was an opportunity denied to him in his native country

due to the humble circumstances of his birth.
Bill can be remembered for his expressive voice and his many stories of "life in the old
country", the status of Greek Americans, and the restaurant business. He was also
involved in his employees' lives where he could be counted on to lend a hand, a loan, or
advice (sometimes unwanted).
A special thanks to the staff at the Wegmans Transitional Care Center, the staff on the 9th
floor of St. Ann's, and the Lifetime Hospice staff. Their services were most appreciated.
Friends may call Friday, March 9, 4-8 PM at the funeral chapel (1031 Ridge Rd., Webster).
The Trisagion Service will be at 6 PM. The Funeral Service will be held Saturday, March
10, at 10 AM at the Greek Orthodox Church of the Holy Spirit, 835 South Ave., Rochester,
14620 followed by Interment at White Haven Memorial Park. In lieu of flowers, those who
wish may send donations in Bill's memory to Greek Orthodox Church of the Holy Spirit
Capital Matching Fund or to Lifetime Care Hospice, 3111 S. Winton Rd., Rochester,
14623.
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Comments

“

Dear Eleftheria, Kathy, Patti and Janey - We are still in Florida, but we wanted to tell
you how sad we were to hear about Bill's passing. We have so many fond memories
of Bill; he brought so many people so much joy. May his memory be forever eternal.
You and your family will be in our thoughts and prayers.

Nick & Vicki Christakis - March 09, 2018 at 10:50 PM

“

Dear Jane, Marilyn and I are still in Florida but we wanted you to know how sorry we
are that your Dad has passed. In reading his obituary he sounds like a incredible
man who loved life,his family, and his heritage. I'm sure he was very proud of his
Jane and that you brought him great happiness. We will pray that God will give you
and your family many memories of his life and that those memories will bring great
happiness. I am sorry that I can't be there for the calling hours or the funeral but we
do not get back until after everything is over. We love you Jane and we will be with
you in spirit, Hank and Marilyn Jesserer

Hank Jesserer - March 08, 2018 at 04:46 PM

“

George Lako lit a candle in memory of William (Bill) Mitchell

George Lako - March 08, 2018 at 04:07 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of William (Bill) Mitchell.

March 07, 2018 at 09:53 PM

“

Leftaria, Kathy, Patricia, Jane: May Vasil Rest In Peace, MEMORY ETERNAL! We
have pleasant memories of him. I loved to hear him speaking in Greek to those
present with his booming voice. Bog da go prosti.
George, Donna Gosheff and family.

George Gosheff - March 07, 2018 at 08:42 PM

