William R. (Bill) Nojay
November 24, 1956 - September 9, 2016

Born November 24, 1956 passed on September 9, 2016, at age 59. Predeceased by
brother, Robert W. Nogaj; stepson, Patrick R. Hlavaty; grandparents, Anna and William
Randtke and Lottie and Joseph Nogaj. Bill is survived by his parents, Norman and
Katherine Nogaj; his wife, Debra, and his children Matthew, Kiva, and Elizabeth. He was a
devoted son, a loving husband, and a wonderful father. His family was his life.
Friends may call Wednesday 5-7 PM, Thursday 12-2 PM and 5-7 PM at the funeral chapel
(2305 Monroe Ave.) Friends are invited to bring a written memory or photo for the family's
Memory Book. A Funeral Service will be held at noon, Friday, Sept 16th at Lutheran
Church of the Incarnate Word, 597 East Ave., Rochester. Interment in Riverside
Cemetery, 2650 Lake Ave. In lieu of flowers, a memorial donation may be made to Al Sigl
Center, 1000 Elmwood Ave., Suite 300, Rochester, NY 14620 or ARC of Monroe County,
595 Brooks Ave, Rochester, NY 14619. To share a memory of Bill or send a condolence to
the family visit www.anthonychapels.com.
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Comments

“

Dear Debra and family,
I am so sorry for your loss.
The people I've met while traveling solo are a special lot. One of those people I met
on my round the world trip in 1978 was Bill Nojay. We were both traveling the entire
length of the Trans-Siberian Railway, followed by a 2 day Soviet steamer ride to
Japan. I'd never met anyone so bright, so completely wrong about almost every
issue (I'm an ardent Democrat), and so likeable. We spent most of the trip arguing
about how it's possible for a young adult, post-Nixon, to be a Republican, and also
wondering whose brilliant idea it was to put a ping pong table on the top deck of the
steamer, and only supply a dozen ping pong balls for a 2 day journey.
Bill was on his way to Nepal, where he had some sort of fellowship after college. I
visited him in Nepal a couple of months after the Trans-Siberian trip. We kept in
touch, more regularly when I lived on the East Coast.
While Bill was a contradiction to me, his decency shone through. Here we are in
Nepal in 1978.
I was saddened and shocked to read about his final day.

Janis Traven - September 22, 2016 at 03:00 PM

“

I am so shocked to only just hear of this. I am so sorry. Bill had so much knowledge, I
always enjoyed hearing him share stories of the party, and all his life experiences. If I
had known I would have been there in person. I met his son at his job last summer,
and knew Bill was also a good Dad.
I was just mentioning him to someone, hoping to see him in Cohocton's Parade this
year, not knowing. He was a very likeable man, and is well missed.
I am so sorry to hear this. I feel so sad for his family.
You all have my deepest condolences, and prayers.
God Bless you Bill. Tell them a few stories up there. I will miss hearing them.
Blessings.
Carrie

Carrie M Christman - September 19, 2016 at 07:12 PM

“

"He remembers our sins no more ..."
John 14:1-4 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In
my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go
to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again
and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. And you know the way
to where I am going.”
I worked with Mr. Nojay at Nixon, Hargrave. He was always nice to us in the word
processing center and was patient, and shared his humor with us. He was a happy
guy.
There was mistique about him when he first came to the firm, and he was a
puzzlement to some, but he was a breath of fresh air to us. Being treated with
respect in a service department is the mark of a true gentleman.
I light a candle in memory of one of God's kids. I pray for your comfort. May your
memories be of the very best of Mr. Nojay. He was loved and appreciated. God bless
you, his family. Muriel Ruppert

Muriel Ruppert - September 19, 2016 at 11:13 AM

“

Debra and family. Very sad. Bill was a very kind man. I remember when he first
called me asking about a little dog he and his son wanted to give you for mother's
day. He was so worried, Debra, that you would be allergic to him. I said that I couldn't
guarantee that you wouldn't be but that breed didn't shed. I told him that maybe he
shouldn't get him. He called the next day and said that he wanted you to have him
because "He is cute!" He so wanted you to have little Cisco. He really cared about
you. I remember the day Katie and I brought little Cisco to your home on Mother's
Day with a big bow on his collar and Bill was so proud that he and your son surprised
you. He use to stop by and say hello when he spotted me at Petco doing an adoption
event for the rescue and he was getting dog food. He loved that little dog and would
tell me how he had issues but that your family loved him and would never give him
up. Sending hugs and prayers to all of you. Can't even imagine the pain. Sandy

Sandy Smith - September 15, 2016 at 01:16 PM

“

Catherine lit a candle in memory of William R. (Bill) Nojay

Catherine - September 14, 2016 at 09:01 PM

“

I had the chance to meet Mr.Nojay at a event in Livingston Co., He was a very kind man, a
great speaker and even great to laugh with. My deepest condolences to his family, he will
truly be missed.
Catherine Tripp - September 14, 2016 at 09:14 PM

“

Sending love and prayers to the family. Sweet Elizabeth he will always be by your
side. May God give you strength today and always

Lori DiBartolo - September 14, 2016 at 04:49 PM

“

Julie Cerra lit a candle in memory of William R. (Bill) Nojay

Julie Cerra - September 14, 2016 at 09:56 AM

“

I never got to meet Bill but have known Deb a very long time. My heart is heavy with
the families loss and I hope you know there are many people that love you and your
children. I did enjoy listening to Bill on the local news program and will miss those
interviews. Deb we are here for you, so if you need us we aren't to far away. hugs.
Laurie Harper

Laurie Harper - September 14, 2016 at 08:53 AM

“

Lisa Robinson lit a candle in memory of William R. (Bill) Nojay

Lisa Robinson - September 13, 2016 at 11:13 PM

“

Many prayers of comfort to the family and friends, Bill will be remembered always for his
kind words and dedication to the sovereignty of this country. I for one and thankful for his
fight for the Dairy Farmers (trying to teach others the costs associated with milking) vs the
minimum wage. Rest easy, until we walk again.
Lisa Robinson - September 13, 2016 at 11:22 PM

“

Steuben County S.C.O.P.E. purchased the Fruits and Blooms Basket for the family of
William R. (Bill) Nojay.

Steuben County S.C.O.P.E. - September 13, 2016 at 08:56 PM

“

Bill Nojay was the most honest and valuable member of this community and far too
good for this town, which has been robbed of him, as have all his family, friends,
associates, listeners, and costituents, and as this state has been, and which will not
see like again. In his memory, certain matters and parties must be addressed. I
always thought that his parents, his wife, and his children must be extraordinary
people, and no words can express adequate condolence or adequately describe
their loss. He and his spirit were, are, and always will be a wonder.

Ianthe Livadas - September 13, 2016 at 08:44 PM

“

I will keep Assemblyman Nojay and his family and friends in my prayers. I am very sorry for
your loss.
Danielle Maichle - September 15, 2016 at 08:09 PM

“

He was a bold light in the darkness.

John Benson - September 13, 2016 at 06:27 PM

“

I am not a politician although I do vote religiously. I've had the pleasure of meeting
Bill several times at SCOPE meetings.I looked forward to him coming to meetings.
I've also listened to him occasionally on the radio. I have to let you know he always
kept me interested in politics and major current events both locally and nationally. He
was always down to earth and had a special way of communicating as if there was
only two of us in the room. His contagious smile helped to keep my attention in
addition to his sense of humor. He always kept the little average guy in mind whether

it was talking about taxes or fighting to repeal the Safe Act. I am so sorry for your
loss and also that of all New York residents. My deepest sympathy to all the family.
Bob Vetter
Bob Vetter - September 13, 2016 at 05:06 PM

“

Memories of Bill Nojay:
I remember Bill’s sitting at Wayne’s and my kitchen table for hours working on the
Delta Laboratories Adopt-a-Stream and Walk for Water projects back in the 1980’s.
The whole Board of Directors at that time met regularly for the sake of the
environment, including Bill Hutchinson, Paul Donovan, Jack Bennett, Bill Leet, and
Elmer Wagner too.
Bill Nojay was always energetic, caring and involved. In spite of so many other
responsibilities, he consistently had time for what he believed important, and was
willing to take on the detailed work as well, such as chairing the Walk for Water
fundraiser. I remember him as kind, smart and generous, and always interested in
learning more.
It was a real pleasure to hear him on the radio, and he came to mind often in recent
months as I thought of contacting him, hoping he’d remember me from so long ago,
and wanting to share some work I’d done in writing on current Conservative issues,
especially regarding gun rights and the climate debate. The sadness I feel is
accentuated by realizing that conversation won’t occur in this lifetime.
May God hug Bill’s soul, comfort his family, and give breath to his work and
commitments.
Sincerely,
Diane Harris

Diane Harris - September 13, 2016 at 04:39 PM

“

I only knew Bill from what was on TV. I cannot image what you are all going thru.
Just know that your family are in my thoughts and prayers during this time and that
your strong faith will get you thru.
Mary Anne Incardona
Rochester, NY

Mary Anne Incardona - September 13, 2016 at 08:54 AM

“

Bill asked me to join him on a trip to Nepal in 1982. Bill had been all over the world; I
had never left North America before. This was a remarkable journey in so many
ways, and Bill was so instrumental in making me love this planet forever.

Stu Vannerson - September 12, 2016 at 11:37 PM

“

Namaste, Stu. So true. Bill was so committed to exploring and helping out in the world.
From our trip to Nepal to his work with voters in the Ukraine, he demonstrated his
commitment to making a difference globally.
Peter Farranto - September 13, 2016 at 09:43 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Stu Vannerson - September 12, 2016 at 11:32 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of William R. (Bill) Nojay.

September 12, 2016 at 05:02 PM

